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? A M ſenſible of the Objections, which 
ve may be made to the enſuing Treatiſe; 
of 


though I ſhall take Notice of ſuch only, 
as may ſeem to have ſome Weight; for 
if they are confuted, all others will 
vaniſs of themſelves. | 
IT ts ſaid, and very juſtly, that the Nation may 
gain by a Trade, though the Company, or Society 
of Merchants, who exerciſe it, are Loſers: Whether 
this is, probably, the Caſe of the Aſſiento Contract, 
avith Relation to Great Britain, and the South-Sea 
Company, 75 not here a material Enquiry, ; the Que- 
ſtion ic, Whether the Nation does not ſuffer more in 
other Branches 1 Commerce, than any Advantages, 
which may ariſe from the Aſſiento, will ballance; even 
though it be allowed to be a beneficial Contract to both. 
T he 2 ſending Ships to Guinea, advancin 
the Price of Negroes, and ſupplying the Spaniards wit 
the very beſt, <wwhile the Britiſh Planters muſt . of 
the worſt, and ſuch as they refuſe, are plain and un- 
deniable Inſtances of the Damage, which the Colonicg + 
in general may ſuſtain by it. | 
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42 is, alſo, worth obſerving, that the Aſſiento is 


and dependant an the Humour and 


M of the Spaniards, as wwe have fully experienced; 
and if ue argue from their Conduct hitherto, it is pro- 
babe, that, after this is expired, another will not be 
granted to the Engliſh ; and conſequently the Trade can 
then be only carried on in the ſame Channels, which 
it vas in before this Aſſiento was thought of. But, 
Fit ſhould be entirely diverted, wwe may never be able 
to retrieve it again, ſince every one is ſenſible how diffi- 
cult it is to regain any loſt Branch of Trade. 


. ON the other Hand, if it be conſidered, what Diſ- 
couragements Jamaica lies under, and the Danger 70 
2ehich that important Acquiſition is thereby expoſed ; that 
alone is a cogent Objection to the Manner, in which the 
Aſſiento Contract has been ſaid to be carried on; for, ſup- 
poſing that the Inhabitants of that land ſpould till dimi- 
niſh, (as undoubredly they will do, unleſs ſome Remedies 
are apply'd in Time / what avi li be the Conſequence? Why, 
# muſt become a heavy Charge ro England, in main- 
training a ſufficient Number of Forces to defend it; 
or be expoſed to the Enemy, who have always had an 
Eye upon it. And ſhould <ve ever be ſo unfortunate, 
as to loſe it, will the Aſſiento Contract, in its fulleſt 
Extent, compenſate for the Loſs of its annual Produce ? 
Mill the Contract itſelf be of any Value? Or, rather, 
not even that be in Danger, as «rell as all other 
arts of the Britiſh Dominions ia America, which are 
the Support of above one Halt of the Trade and Na- 
vigation, and conſequently a conſiderable Part of the 
KRiches and Strength of the Kingdom 


I EL -- 0 W anxious has the Nation been wwith Relation to 
Gibraltar? Was not his late Majeſty addreſs'd from ali 
Parts of the Kingdom, when that important Fortreſs 


dau thought to be in Danger? And, is not the INand of 


Jamaica of much greater Conſequence ? In fine, it only 
_m to be as well 8 , to have at leaſt the ſame 

-oncern ſhewn for it. If, therefore the Hints which I 
+. 5 have 


() 
have given ſould promote any Enquiry, or incite ome 

| abler Pen 0 it 4 a better Light, I ſhall have all the 

1 T propoſe to my ſelf ; notwithſtanding the 

| snvidious Infinuations, <which have been made to the 
contrary.” 


Jam awware, that it may again be ſaid, that theſe 
Inſerences are merely chimerical ; and I very hearty 
auh they may prove ſo. But I cannot be of that O- 
pinion, till they are made appear, by more convincing 
Arguments, than haus yet been produced: And tho ſome 
2 may poſſiory be made towards it, when I 
am ablent, and in a diſtant Part of the World; yer I 
hope ſome diſintereſted Perſons (as <vell as thoſe, who 
are more immediately concerned) will be ſo much the 
Friends of Jamaica and Great Britain, as to ſupport 
this Cauſe againſt any fallacious Arguments, or ſpe- 
cious Objectious; to which my Aſſiſtance ſpall not be 
<vanting, as far as my Abilitics will extend, or any Op- 
Portunities ſpall preſent themſelves. 


IT may, perhaps, be likewiſe objefed, that my 
| non. at the Management of this Company, in the 
ear 1720. 1s foreign to the Debate in hand ; ſince the 
ps Directors are not anſerable for what former 
irectors have done. To <ebich I anſwer, that if 
they had not trod in the ſame Steps with reſpect to 
Jamaica; get, it is altogether as reaſonable as it <eas. 
Jor their Advocate (who received their Thanks) t 
aſperſe the preſent Inhabitants of Jamaica, for at 4 
ew of them have been charged with doing formerly: 
Eſpecially when it is conſidered, that the Miſchief, 
2o/1c] the Buccaniers committed, was nothing in Compa- 
riſon to the Calamities wehich the former Direktors brought 
upon the Nation, and which were ſo unparallel'd, and 
univerſal, that they ought never to be forgotten; and, 
perhaps, cannot be too often mentioned. 


AS to my Opponent, it muſt be allowed, that T 
have treated him <eith more Temper and Good Man- 
ners, than he deſerves from my Hands. It is exceeding 


difficult, 


1 \ (EW 3 
% difficult, I find, for any Perſon to ſhake off any Cuſtou 
or Habits ; for He has — ſo accuſtomed — it 


over the Company's Factors, and other Servants and De- 
ndants Abroad, that he, even here, puts on the Air of 


mportance, which he there aſſumed. But, why does he 


treat me after the ſame Manner ? Jam, I think, upon 
a Level wwith him, as I am ſure that I am independant 
of his Patrons : I never ſolicited them for any Fa- 
. Yours, nor ſhall I cover their Smiles, upon any Conditi- 
ons, which are any ways inconſiſtent with what I have 
here advanced. 


BREQATHA 
=” 17. I. 31. for confuſed, read confuted. 


Tage 13. J. 9. 
Page 25. l. 4. 
Page 33. |. 20. 
Page 28. l. 9. 
Page 27. 1. 4, and 5. inſtead of, the very next Page, read, and 
don after. And in 1. 7. inſtead of, and ſoon alter, read, and 
in the very next Page. 
Page 61. |. 16, and 17. inſtead of, the Voyage to Carthagena 
takes up twice the Time ic doth to Porto Belle, read, the Voy-- 
e to Porto Bello takes up twice the Time it doth to Car- 
thagena. 


For 16 Years, read 15 Years. 
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OFTHE 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


Aſſiento Trade, Oc. 
PART I. 


In which the Obſervations on the Aſſiento 
Trade, as it hath been exerciſed by the 
South-Sea Company, is fully vindicated, 
and the Charge of Calumny refuted. 


F muſt be imagined to be no ſmall Sur- 
prize to a Perſon, who is fo little known 
in this Part of the World, and who ne- 
ver was vain enough to aim at any 
pular Notice or Dutin&tion, to be at- 
tack'd, in the Manner I have been, by 
the Factor to the Sout h- Sea Company, 
in a Pamphlet, entitled, x” Anſwer to a Calumny, — 
Whe- 


(29 

Whether I have given any juſt Provocation for ſuch 

h, not to ſay ungentleman-· like Treatment; or whether 
I pretended to any thing more than a Recital of Facts, and 
to ſhew the diftref ed Condition of the moſt valuable 
Part of the Britiſh Dominions in America, I appeal to 
cvery umpartial and difintereſted Reader. 

1TH what Modeſty then can this Wyiter aſſert, that the 
Hoſtilities were wn, by me, ſuch as no Man can ſuffer, 
and preſerve any Reputation among, Men of Honour ? 
For who was it that ſpirited up the Dire of the 
South-Sea Company, to oppoſe the Payment of the Duty 
on Negroes in Jamaica, which is not only reaſonable, but 
neceflary for the Support of the Government of that I- 
fland ? ho repreſented its Inhabitants to be in a 
low, and neceſſitous Condition, till the A//jento was ſet- 


tled there; when it is well known that they were in 


rich and flouriſhing Circumſtances, and are now reduced 

to the loweſt and moſt declining Condition? ——Let 

Him reflect on theſe, and ſome other Paſſages, which 

I need not remind him of, and then lay his Hand on 

= Heart, and candidly declare rho began the Hoſti- 
ities. 

Ir is indeed no unlucky Circumſtance for him in this 
Diſpute, (the only one which ever happened between us) 
that we have a different way of thinking ; for though he 
has given me great Provocation, and it is in my Power to 
make ample Repriſals, yet, I ſhall confine my ſelf to the 
main Points, which may be of ſome uſc to the Publick, as 
well as to the Rules of Decency and good Manners. Per- 


ſonal Reflections can have no Weight in Matters of this 


kind, nor are they ever made uſe of, but in Support of 
a bad Canſe, and when Arguments are wanting, and all 
other fair Means are likely to prove ineffectual. Had 
He obſerved the ſame Conduct, the World would have 


- entertained a more favourable' Opinion of his Perfor- 


mance, as well as the Subject of it; and perhaps ſome 
of his Readers, who are unacquainted with Affairs of a 
mercantile Nature, might have been miſled by ſhecious 
Pretences, and a {apts ical Way of arguing. But as 
the Caſc now ſtands, He has plainly diſcovered the bad 
Foundation which he has built upon ; and that the mighty 
| I Fa- 
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Fabrick will of Courſe fink under its own Weight. I muſt, 
however, applaud the great Pains he has taken, in endea- 
vouring to give Things ſuch a Gloſs and Colour, when he 
had no better Materials to work with ; and at the ſame 
Time congratulate the Sourh-Sea Company, in having at 
length been able to procure One Advocate; though I am 
indeed doubtful, whether they wall, in the * „think 
themſelves obliged to Him, or that he has done them 
any Service, in extorting ſome Truths, which may not 
be agreeable, and perhaps might otherwiſe have remain- 
ed concealed. I ſhall therefore calmly, and, without 
Prejudice or Reſentment, examine his Remarks, and 
make a decent Replication, unmoved at the Menaces and 
Figure of his PATRroNs, and unſupported with any Pow- 
ERFUL ALLIES ; armed and incited with the Love of 
Truth, and the Satisfaction, which flows from an honeſt 
Mind, in having contributed the leaſt Mite, which ma 
= * Service to my Country, or the Community to whic 
ong. | 
dove before I proceed any farther, I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that his Memory ſeems to fail him in ſeveral Par- 
ticulars. In the Letter in the Daily Fournal, of the 
187% of laſt Month, He ſaid, or at leaſt, his Friend at- 
firms as much, that he had been — uſed by ſome ob- 
{cure Wretch, a perhaps had not deſerved any Notice, 
but that the Craftſman had ſtamped ſuch a Value upon 
his Piece, in which he was ſcandaliz'd ; that he was a- 
fraid every Body would read it on his Recommendation, 
and from thence conclude him a vile Fellow, if he did not 
anſwer it : And yet, in Page 61 of his Pamphlet, he tells 
his Readers, that He had put the better half of his Re- 
marks together, before he ſaw the Craftſman, <whoſe Re- 
commendation of that Piece had nettled him a good deal, 
to find himſelf ſer forth in ſuch Colours. Is not this a 
plain Confeſſion, that he felt the Sting, before the our 
241 was pleaſed to recommend it? and yet he would 
infinuate, that it was not deſerving of any Anſwer, had 
he not Jags ſuch a Value upon the Piece. What! would 
He condeſcend to anſwer a Pamphlet, which had neither 
Truth, Argument, nor Merit in it; or would any Man be 
fo zeſty, upon fo ſlight 1 98 if he was not in ſome 
2 De- 
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Degree galled ? But this is not the only Slip, which 
even a Man of his Self-/ufficiency is ſubject to, as will 
be occaſionally ſhewn in the following Sheets. 


As to the Narrative of what paſſed before the Right 


Honourable the Lords of his Majeſty's moſt honourable 
Privy Council, upon a Petition of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, in relation to the Duties on Negroes in Jamaica, 
am perſwaded that every diſintereſted Perſon, who was 
preſcnt, will allow it to be a fair and candid Repreſenta- 
tion, notwithſtanding the great Pains which this Writer 
has taken to prejudice his Readers againſt it, and to in- 
validate my Aſſertions in every other Particular. Truth, 
like the Sun, may be obſcured, or clouded for a Time; 
but will of it ſelf break forth and ſhine more bright- 
Iy. Whether He or are therefore miſtaken, muſt be left 
to their Determination; all that I ſhall inſiſt on, is, that 
I have not fue miſconſtrued, nor related any 
Thing which be aflerted at that honourable Board, be- 
fore I had refreſhed my Memory, by enquiring of ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen, who were then preſent, and confirm'd 
me as to the Subſtance of what He ſaid on that Occaſion. 
But when He accuſes me of having /pent ſeven Pages, 
proving Facis by Arguments, and Arguments by Fatts, 
and then ſumming up the Victory with great Sati faction 
of Mind, without having produced the leaſt Shadow of a 
Proof for any one of them; how came He to tread in the 
fame Steps? Has he offered any other Voucher 
than his oz Or is his Character or Reputation in the 
World ſo far above ine, that I am to be diſcredited 


barely upon his Teſtimony. 


Ir would be tireſome to my Readers, and take up 
more time than I have to ſpare at this Juncture, to trace 
him in every Particular, and ſhew how unfairly he has 
managed this Diſpute, by collecting Scraps of Sentences, 
without taking the whole Argument, blending different 
Points together, wreſting and torturing of other Expreſſions, 
till he had fitted tkem to his own — ; as for In- 
ſtance in the following triumphant Paſlage, vis. Un- 
„lucky Company! and more unlucky Managers! who, 
in the Exccution of a national Contract, at once ſtand 
cha ged with buying all the Negroes, and thereby 


„ rxuin- 
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e ruining the Plauters; with not buying, and thereby 
« ruining the Merchants ; with importing Negroes in 
Prejudice of Theſe, and not importing them 1n Pre- 
« judice of the Others ; with deſtroying private Trade, 
« and thereby preventing the Exportation of Britiſh 
« Manufactures ; with conniving at private Trade, and 
thereby promoting this very Exportation: In fine, ac- 
e cuſed in the Name of their Proprietors, for betraying 
« their Intereſts, and in the Name of all others, for not 
e betraying them. Muſt they anſwer or be filent ? or 
scan any one ſpeak and not offend ? "2 

What Writer can be ſafe from this ſort of Criticiſm, 
which may turn into Ridicule any Work that was ever 
written, and make even the moſt ſacred Witings to con- 
fiſt of Abſurdities, Contradictions, and even Blaſphemies ? 
----This brings to my Mind a Paſſage in the Tatler, No. 
239. © I think, ſays Mr. Bickerſtalt, I never was ſo 
much offended, as at a Wag whom J once met within a 
«© Coffee-houſe : He had in his Hand one of the Miſcel- 
* Janies, and was reading the following ſhort Copy of 
© Verſes; which, without Flattery to the Author, is 
«75 — as beautiful in its kind, as any one in the 
* Engliſh Tongue. 


Flavia, rhe Jeaſt, the ſlighteſt Toy. 

Can with reſiſtleſs Art employ. 

T his Fan in meaner Hands, would prove, 
An Engine of ſinall Force in Love: 

But ſhe, with ſuch an Air and Mein, 
Not to be told or ſafely ſeen, 

Direct its wanton Motions /o, 

That it wounds more than Cupid's Pow ; 
Gives Coolneſs to the matchleſs Dame, 
Lo ev'ry other Breaſt a Flame. 


** When this Coxcomb had done reading them, hey day, 
«* ſays he, what Inftrument is this that Flavia employs 
in ſuch a Manner as is not to be told, nor ſafely ſeen ? 
In ten Lines it is a Toy, a Cupid's Bow, a Fan, and 
an Engine in Love. It has wanton Motions, it 
« rounds, it cools, and infames. Such Criticiſms make 
* a Manof Senſe fick, and a Fool merry. Bur 


* wx 
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Bur I have not Leiſure to make any farther Remarks 
of that Natyre ; nor, indeed, is there any Occafion to 
ſhew the many aukward Finefles, which are ſcatter'd 
throughout this Piece, fince they may be caſily diſco- 
ver'd by every diſcerning Reader. 1 {hat — con- 
ſine my ſelf to thoſe e material Points, which he has 
touched upon. In pag. 9. he aſſerts, That Jamaica was 
not in actual Poſſeſſion of any conſiderable Trade to the 
Spaniſh Coaſt, ar the time of the Eſtabliſhment of the 
South-Sea Company; or did that Trade maintain at 
that Time (nor as he believes at any other) ſo many as 
1500 Seamen, or indeed half that Number. And in p. 
10. he ſays, That during Queen Anne's War, there ere 
fitted out from Jamaica, between 20 and zo Privateers, 
which, including the Traders, might very well employ 
1500 Seamen, though much the greater Part ere 
certainly on the Privateering Account. 

Now let us ſee how theſe Aſſertions will hang toge- 
ther: Teventy five Sail of Privateers, which is che N - 
dium between the Number he has mentioned, compu- 
ting them at 60 Men one with another, (though ve 
few carried leſs than 90 or 109) makes 1500 Men; ſo 
that he has left none for the Trading Sloops; whereas 
it is well known, that there were conſtantly employ'd 
in the Trade to Carthagena and Porto Bello, 14 or 15 
Sloops, and 5 or 6 to the South Cays ; (beſides ſeveral 
others which us'd different Parts of America) and that 
theſe Sloops were navigated with 60 or 70 Men cach. 
From whence it is obvious, that the private Traders 
could not — leſs than 1500 Samen in Peace or 
War ; becauſe they were obliged at all times to go 
well mann' d, not only to protect them from Privateers 
in War, and Pyrates in Peace, but from Seizures by 
the Spaniards. And as to the Privateers, I do aver, 
that, in the Year 1710, I ſaw a Liſt of 35 Sail, which 
were Commiſſioned and fitted out from Jamaica; ſeve- 
ral of them had from 120, to 150 Men each, and ſome 
of them more. This I thought proper to mention, as it 
fully refutes his Calculation, as to the Numbers of 
Sca-faring Men employ'd in Privateering, as well as by 
the Traders; though in my Account I made no Eftimate 


ot 
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of the former, knowing that they were, in general, a 
looſe, unſettled People, and that no Dependance was to 
be had on them, unleſs in time of War. But, how has he 
blended thoſe People together, and aſſociated that Neſt 
of Pyrates, which ſettled at Sanblaſs, with them? Whereas 
they were a Mixture of al} Nations, chiefly French, 
who began to gather, ſoon after the Peace of Refavick, 
and were moſt numerous during the War with France 
and Spain. Nor is he right as to the Caſſandra's Crew, 
1 i which was compoſed of ſome of thoſe Pyrates, who, 
atter they had committed great Depredations on the 
Coaſt of Guinea, ſeparated from Capt. Roberts; and the 

reſt of them, (who were afterwards taken by the Stwal- 

low Man of War) and, under the Command of one: 
England, failed to the Eaſt Indies, where they took that 

Ship. With the ſame Candor and Satisfaction of Mind, 

he acquaints his Readers, pag. 16. That he [ame Mex 

often traded with Commiſſions of War in their Pockets. 

When the Sloops made trading Voyages, they were fur- 

niſhed with Arms, and the ſame Number of Men, as 

* if they had been fitted for War, and defigned for no other 
Purpoſe : And inaſmuch as the one Hand plaid into the 


: other, and trading Voyages were made of Cargees of 
- Prize Goods, taken ſometimes from the Spaniards, and 

fold them again, &c. 

Ax p, what has he infer'd from hence? Why, all the 

f mean ill. natur d Inſinuations which Malice could invent: 

t Or to what Purpoſe was this Paragraph foiſted in, 


s and worded in ſuch a Manner, as to carry with it the 
$ ſtrongeſt Reflection on the Inhabitants in general, as well 
of | as the Traders? Is it not neceſſary for the rrading Sloops 
Pi i to go well mann'd and arm'd in Peace or War, to de- 
| 3 fend themſelves from Pyrates, Guarda Coſtas, or Pri- 
* vateers ? Have they not . done the ſame, 
r, whenever they went without Convoy, even in the moſt 


ch ] pacifick Times ? Were the Commiſſions, which they ob- 
| 4 tained, = thing more than Letters of Mart and Re- 
prizals, which were granted to moſt Merchant Ships of 
Force in Ene/and during the laſt French War? And, after 
all, can this Writer give one Inſtance of an i} Uſe being 
made of thoſe Commiſſions > The Spaniards wy — 
ce 
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deed ſometimes intercepted in the War, and plundered of 
thoſe very Goods, which they had bought of thoſe Traders; 
but it was by a very different Sett of People, who were 
entirely on the Privateering Account, a were far from 
being countenanced or encouraged in thoſe Practices. And 
yet he has ſet not only Capt. Colby's Expedition in ſuch 
a Light, as if he was at the ſame time a Trader as well 
as a Privateer, but repreſented all the Zamaica Traders 
in the ſame Colours: Whereas it is well known, that 
he was (particularly that Voyage) equipp'd and fitted out 
with no other Deſign than as a Privateer, and his 
taking the Chagre Fleet, was, perhaps, as brave an Ac- 
tion, as the whole Courſe of that War can furniſh us 
with: For he fingly waited ſometime for that Fleet, 
which conſiſted of 12 Sail, under Convoy of a Veſſel of 
ſuperior Force, which he took, and Seven of the others; 

though ſeveral of them had from 25 to 40 Men each ; 
and the Reward they met with fully compenſated ſuch 

a glorious Action; for every common Seaman ſhar'd up- 

wards of 500}. Nor can I omit another material 

Circumſtance, which will be a farther Confutation of 
what is hinted on that Head, vis. that the Chagre Fleet 

were laden with Goods imported from Old Spain, in the 

Galleons, and not with ſuch Commodities as had been 

purchas'd of the Jamaica Traders. 

HE is very merry with an Expreſſion which I have uſed, 
That the 1500 Sca Men employ'd in this Trade, made 
the Iſland Formidable to their Neighbours. The Word 
Formidable ſeems to divert him, and he has wreſted 
and put on it all the bad Conſtructions, which could en- 
ter into ſo fruitful a Brain. I muſt beg leave to ask him, 
what is the Security of Great Britain, and what gives 
her ſo formidable a Figure in Furope ? Is it not her porr- 
erful Fleets, and the great Number of men, with- 
out which they would be of no Uſe ? And if any Number 
of them, after they had perform'd the moſt gallant Acti- 
ons in the Service of their Country, ſhould take to a 
diſhonourable Courſe of Life for want of Employ, are 
the reſt of them, or the whole Nation, to be branded with 
4 Mark of Infamy on their Account? And yet this 


ſeems to be ſomething like his way of arguing ; _ | 
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of the Jamaica Privateers, or Samen, after the Peace 
of Utrecht, either for want of Employ, or, perhaps, 
through a natural Diſpoſition to ſuch a Courſe of Lite, 
— Pyrates; and therefore all other Sea-faring Men, 
and even the reſt of the Inhabitants are to be placed in 
the ſame Light. 

As to the Trade: The Sourh-Sea Company was eſta- 
bliſhed in 1711. and the Aſſiento Contract granted 
them in 1713. at which Time, and for 2 or 3 Years af- 
ter, I do aver, (and ſeveral Gentlemen of Zamaics 
who are now in England, will atteſt the ſame) that 
there were between thirty and forty Sail of Sloops 
which were employ'd to ſeveral Parts of the Spaniſp 
— And for the Satisfaction of the Reader, I have 
inſerted, in the Appendix, a Liſt of the Super- Cargoes and 
Commanders, who were all of them IJnhabitants of the 
Iſland, and moſt of them had Families there. 

Now, whether this may not be called a fouriſpin 
Trade, which employ'd ſuch a Number of Veſſels, an 
ſeldom gave leſs than 25 and 30 per Cent. Profit, particu- 
larly thoſe Voyages which were under the Direction of 
Meſſ. Galdy, Stapleton, — and Stevenſon, I appeal 
to the Reader. Nor did that Commerce decline till 
the Year 1716. and till the Sourh-Sez Company's Fac- 
tories were ſettled in America ; tho', by the Way, Capt. 
Gandy was kill'd in 1710; fince whoſe Death, this Au- 
thor ſays, the Iſland has had but an #nconſiderable Share 
in the Spaniſh Trade. 

AN p here I can't paſs by ſome Incidents in the Life 
of that brave Man, (to whole Merit and Memory he has 
but partly done Juſtice) which not being for his Pur- 
poſe, and making againſt his darling Topick of ſtraling 
Seamen, were either forgotten, or wilfully omitted. 
And therefore I mutt refreſh his Memory with the Cries 
and Lamentations of the many Widows and Fatherleſs 
Children, when he was — and above Ninety of 
his Men drowned. I ſaw him land at Kineſton (with 
thoſe tew of his Company who were ſaved) ſurrounded 
with thoſe unhappy Objects. The mclancholy Scene 
made ſuch an Impreſſion upon me, that I have ſince 
been often moved at the very Remembrance of it; nor 


could 
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could he be a Stranger to every Circumſtance of that 
fatal Accident, which was ſo well known and felt 
throughout this Iſland. The eminent Services of that 
Gentleman to the Country, on many Occaſions, ought not 
here to be forgot, particularly in the Year 1704. when 
two French Privateers had infeſted the Leeward Part 
of the Iſland, and committed great Damages; he ge- 
nerouſly offer d his Service to the Governor, the Men 
of War . that Juncture to be out on a 
Cruiſe : accordingly a Commiſſion was granted him, 
and upon beating up for Volunticrs, he was compleatly 
mann'd, and failed in 48 Hours ; he had ſeveral En- 
gagements with the wo Privateers, who were of ſu- 
perior Force, and bravely drove them off the Coaſt. And 
who were thoſe gallant Men, who ſo juſtly received 
the Thanks and Applauſe of the Country ? Why, they 
were ſo far from being ſtroling Seamen, as he would in- 
ſinuate all the Sca-faring Men of Jamaica to be, that 
moſt of them were not only ſertled there with their Fa- 
milics, but the Commander, and the major Part of them, 

were Natives of the Iſland. 

\ Ir is evident, that the Trade to New Spain was o- 
pened in the Reign of King Charles the IId. and was 
carried on with the ſame Succeſs, in the Government 
of King James and King William, for which we have 
even this Writer's own Words, and that the Iſland then 
abounded in Shipping, Trade, and People. 

In pag. 18. he tells his Readers, That there was 
ſtanding, in Jamaica, one of the largeſt and moſt beau- 
riful Towns in all America; that it covered fifty Acres 
of Ground, all well built and fortified ; that there were 
cohole Streets, of the Height and Model of the Houſes in 
London, and was furniſhed with all imaginable Convent- 
encies for Shipping and Trade, in <which, and in People 
it ABOUNDED. And in pag. 72. That the moſt plentiful 
and happy Days Jamaica ever ſaw, was in the glorious 
Reign of KingWWilliam : And yet he infinuates, in pag. 
12. That the Encouragement which was given this Trade 
by the. Government, in the Reign of Queen Anne, was 
owing to the Poſture of Affairs in Europe ; That France 
and Spain were then united in the ſtricieſt Bands of Ju- 
Sx a. tereſt 
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rercſt and Friendſbip againſt us; That Britain vas 4” 
a firm Alliance with the Emperor, and eſpouſed his 
Pretenſions ro the Monarchy of Spain, part of 'the Do- 
minions cf which Crown he was in actual Poſſeſſion of : 
And therefore it may be _—_— preſumed, what- 
ever 04s done in regard to that Trade, in any Part of 
the Spaniſh Dominions, was done in Concert with King 
Charles the IIId. of Spain, and by Virtue of ſome ſecret 
Stipulations in Favour of Britain, for the great Service 
they were rendring that Monarch, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Their Fleets and Armies. 
Gr me leave to enquire, what were thoſe Si- 
rations, and of what Uſe to Trade; fince I never 
— that any Part of the Spaniſh Domi nions, in Ame- 
rica, ever acknowledg d King Charles the IIId of Spain? 
And conſequently they would not have been of any Ser- 
vice, had ſuch Meaſures been really concerted. Was 
France and Spain united in the ſtricteſt Bands of Friend- 
ſhip againſt us in the Reign of King William ? On the 
contrary, it 1s well known, that England and Spain 
— were then in Alliance againſt France ; and that from 
1670, to 1702. there was a perfect Harmony between 
the two Crowns : Nor did I ever hear, that the Crown 
of England gave the leaſt Diſcouragement, at any time, 
to ſo beneficial a Commerce to her Subjects, either by 
Treaty or otherwiſe ; though, indeed, it was always 
prohibited on the Part of Spain; and our Traders, 
— they are taken, ſuffer the Penalty of their 
aus. 
Bvu'r, though the private Traders have no Licenſe 
from the Court of Spaiz to trade, yet it is manifeſt that 
* their Commerce is no Breach of any Englifp Law, or 
Treaty ; whereas, if any clandeſtine Trade has been 
carried on under the So- Company's Umbrage and 
—_— as hath been ſuggeſted, it is not only an A- 
buſe to the Company, but a Violation of a ſolemn Trea- 
ty between the two Crowns; it being declare in the 
4:4 Article of the Aſiento Contract, That his Catho- 
lic Majeſty, in Conſideration of the 1 which former 
* MAlentiſts have ſuſtained, allows the Company to ſend a 
Ship of zoo Tons, annually into New Spain, upon this 
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expreſꝭ Condition, that the ſaid Company ſhall not carry 
— A attempt any ee Trade directly, nor in- 
directly, upon any Pretence whatever. 

Bu r, when this Writer affirmed ſo poſitively, That 
the bad State of the private Trade from Jamaica ig not 
really owing to the South-Sea Company, bur to other 
Cauſes, entirely and abſolutely independent of them; 
How came he to omit ſo fair an Opportunity of ſhewing 
what thoſe Cauſes were, and, at the ſame time, confute 
the Suggeſtions of the Inhabitants of rhat Hand, that 
the Intelligence, which it is ſaid the Spaniards have had 
from time to time, concerning thoſe trading Sloops, by 
zohich Means their Trafick hath been interrupted, and 
ſeveral of them taken, was from ſome of the South-Sea 
Company's Servants. His paſſing over in Silence this, 
and ſeveral other Matters, which would not bear bei 
diſcuſſed, may, I think, be fairly taken pro confeſs 
of the Truth of the ſeveral Facts, and plainly diſcover, 
what are the true Reaſons of the Loſs of the private 
Trade from Jamaica, and conſequently of the Deſer- 
tion of near one half of its Inhabitants. 

Ir is generally allowed, that he greater Extent of 
Trade muſt e always employ the greater Number 
of Hands, «hether Land Men or Sea Men ; and when he 
has made appear, that the Sourh-Sea Company have ex- 
ceeded the private Traders, in the Value of their Ex- 
ports, and Imports, (in which Number he muſt include 
the Merchants, who trade to Old Spain, who are equal- 
ly prejudiced in their Trade, by the Company) or ſhew 
* they have been any Gainers, upon an Account of 
Trade fairly ſtated and ballanced, I will readily give 
up the Queſtion, and own them a great Benefit to the 
Nation, But, the contrary is ſuggeſted with ſome 
Ground of Probability, without bringing into the Eſti- 
mate, either Frauds or Seizures, which are faid to a- 
mount to a very conſiderable Value; and he has own- 
ed, that the Number of Hands they employ at Ja- 
maica, (which Iſland is their principal Mart of Trade) 
do not excecd 200 Men. Whereas it is obvious, from 
the Nature and Manner of the Commerce, which was 
carried on by the private Traders, that they could not em- 
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joy leſs than 1500 Men, in their ſeveral Branches of 
Trade ; and were it practicable to ſhew what the Value of 
it was formerly, by reaſon of the great Number of Hands 
it went through (which indeed would not be proper in 
this Place) I am confident it would appear in their Pa- 
vour ; for though the * have traded for ſome 
Years to a very conſiderable Value, yet it is to be conſi- 
dered how liable they are to Impoſitions and Obſtrufts- 
ond *, by the Spaniards, and that, in 16 Years, they have 
not fairly and without Interruption, carried on any con- 
ſiderable Trade above 6 Years of the Time; notwith- 
ſtanding which the Duties to the King of Spain, on Ac- 
count of the Aſſiento Contract, and many other exceſſive 
Charges they arc at, are conſtantly running on, and with- 
out doubt muſt be a very conſiderable Prawback on their 
Trade. And how many Millions muſt they deal for, 
with the utmoſt Care and Frugality, to retrieve ſuch 
vaſt Loſſes and ms as they have met with ; 
which this Writer's PaTroN, in his late Speech to the 
General Court, declared to be almoſt inſupportable ? And 
what Proſpect have they of its ever being otherwiſe, con- 
ſidering the natural Diſpoſition of the Spaniards, and 
the Uſage all Trading Companies have conſtantly met 
with. 

Ir <ould be endleſs, he ſays, page 24. to ſherw all the 
Miſtakes of this Writer, (without proving one ſingle Ar- 
ticle, unleſs his fir ming to the contrary be allowed a 
Proof) His Voyages to Carthagena and Portobello are ſtared 
alike ; whereas the latter generally takes up tevice the 
Time of the former, and both as much again as he al- 
lows. What Time the Company's Sloops are making 
thoſe Voyages, or what may be the Reaſon of their being 
twice the Time in the Voyage to Portobello, which they 
are to Carthagena, He is beſt able to explain; but ſure 
Lam, that a Veſſel may commonly go to either of thoſe 

Places 


* Vide the Repreſentation of the Court of Directors, to his 
late Majeſty, the 24*" of September, 1718. relating to the Dif- 


Ons they laboured under, with reſpect to their Trade, 
C. | 
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Places from Jamaica, and return within the Time 
T have mentioned; nor could He reaſonably imagine, 
that I meant any thing more, fince I could not poltibly 
account for the Time ſhe might be detained on the 
Coaſt ; though indeed I have known ſeveral of the 7a- 
maica Traders, and — Capt. Gandy, diſpoſe of 
a very conſiderable Cargo of Goods at Portobello, and 
compleat the Voyage in four, and ſometimes in three 
Weeks. 

In page 25. He ſeemsto triumph, as if he had gain'd ſome 
conſiderable Advantage over me; for, with an Air of 
Exultation, He puts the following Queſtion: Did the In- 
habitants of Jamaica ſel} great Numbers of Negroes at 
that time to the French, not only for the Aſſiento, but 
for their own Plantations ? Take care ; theſe laſt can't 
be ſuppoſed to have gone to Carthagena, but to the French 
Settlements on Hiſpaniola ; with auhom I believe it wwas 
at that very Time High Treaſon to trade. 

Ir the Trade with the French Aſſiento Company was 
of a treaſonable Nature, I know ſome Perſons, whoſe 
Intereſt it would have been to be filent ; but fince this 
Enquiry ſeems calculated with a malicious Intention, of 
blaſting the whole and, it is neceſſary to obſerve, for 
the — of others, that the Supply of Negroes I 
meant, which the French had from Famaica, was after 
the Cefſation of Arms; for though the Aſſento Contract 
was given to the Sourh-Sea Company ſoon after the Tyea- 
ry of Utrecht, yet it is well known that their ſeveral Pac- 
tories were not eſtabliſh'd till the Year 1715. and that 
the French continued to exerciſe the ſame, and import- 
ed great Numbers of Negroes from Jamaica, during that 
Interval, will appear by the 247% Article of the Repre- 
ſentation of the Court of Directors of the Sourh-Ser 
Company, to his late Majeſty, the 24% of September, 
1718. 

"he to their furniſhing the French Sertlements on Hiſ- 
panicla with Negroes, He is beſt able to explain, hoxw, 
and by zehat means that Commerce was firſt opened, and 
encouraged at Zamaica ; fince it is well known in that 
Idland, that He was well acquainted with all the Secrets 
of thoſe Times: Whereas, if He can give one — 
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of my being concerned directly or indirectly in ghat 
Trade, all the Time I refided there, I will contentedly 
ſubmit even to his Cenſure : But on the —— He has 
not the leaſt Reaſon to throw it in my Way, ſince it as 
well known, that I always thought it a prejudicial Com- 
merce to the Hand and to the Colonies in general, and 
that I uſed my utmoſt Endeavours to ſuppreſs it, while 
I had the Honour of ſerving his late Majeſty in a Sta- 
tion, wherein it was more particularly incumbent on 


me. 

Nox indeed ought the Inhabitants of Jamaica in ge- 
neral to be cenſured on that Head; ſince it is well known 
that there are clandeſtine Traders in all Countries; and 
that the moſt wholeſome Laws, which have been made in 
England, are not ſufficient to reſtrain the Running of 
Mool, and preventing other Practices of the like Nature, 
which are thought prejudicial to the Nation. 

Ir is, indeed, no eaſy Matter to follow this Writer in 
his Remarks, which are not only irregular, and without 
any Connection, but He has unfairly blended different 
Points together; for without offering the leaſt Argu- 
ment againſt the Duty on Negroes exported, He has 
Recourſe to his uſual Method, when He is under any 
Difficulty, and endeavours to puzzle the Caſe, by a 
plying what is ſaid to the Duty on Negroes imported: 
Whereas He might have obſerved, had he been a candid 
Writer, that in page 22. I declared that I was of Opi- 
nion, that the continuing the Daty on Negroes import- 
ed, and raking it off from the Company's Negroes, which 
are re- exported to the Domi nious 0 « foreie Prence, may 
not only diſcourage any farther Improvements being 
made in the Iſland, but greatly prejudice the Britiſſi 
Trade and Navigation. And in page 28. ſubmitted, 
whether it was not reaſonable to reſtrain the Company, 
AND OTness, in the Number of Negroes, which they 
export 70 ſome particular Places; and how far it is ad- 
vi/eable, and indeed abſolutely neceſſary (in regard to 
the Hints which I have given) to take proper Meaſures 

for furniſhing the Britiſh Plantations with Negroes, as 
eaſier Rates, by taking off the Duty on Import, and 
make 
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make them deater to Foreigners, by laying ſuch a Duty 


on as be thought reaſonable. 

Ir is evident from hence, how difingenuouſly He has 
managed this Diſpute, and how eafily He ſlides over 
Things which make him, or puts on them ſuch 


Conſtructions as will not bear the Teſt. He has indeed 
taken Notice of the Words, and others, which he allows 
to be honeſtly faid ; though he has omitted doing me 
that Juſtice, 1n many other Particulars ; and I appeal to 
every impartial Reader, whether He has the leaſt 
Ground to ſuggeſt, from any Part of my Writings, that 
I am for laying any Duty or Impoſition on the Compa- 
ny, more than on the private Traders : For on the con- 
trary, the Tenour of my whole Argument is for putting 
them on an equal Footing, (and not giving the Company 
any Advantage over other Zritsfh Subjects, as they mani- 
belly now have, in reſpect to the Duties) and recom- 
mending ſuch Meaſures, as would make Negroes cheap- 
er to the Britiſh Planters, and dearer to Foreigners. 

Axp here I muſt obſerve with Pleaſure, that the Ar- 

ents which I have offered in ſupport of the Reaſona- 

bleneſs of the Duties on all Negroes exported to the Do- 
minions of foreign Princes ſeem to be inconteſtable ; fince 
He has ſo ſlightly paſſed them over, without offering one 
Reaſon againſt them, which without doubt He would not 
have been backward to do, if that Point would any ways 
bear being diſcuſs d; and fince it was the Foundation of 
this Controverſy: I therefore congratulate the Gentlemen 
of Jamaica, in having ſo cflential a Point explained, in 
ſuch a Manner as muſt be allowed unanſwerable ; and 
hope they will not be wanting, in a ſcaſonable Applica- 
tion to his Majeſty, for a New Iuſtruction to the Gover- 
nor, on that Head. | 

In the ſame Manner, and with great Compoſure, this 
Writer has alſo evaded giving one Reaſon in —— 
of the Sourh-Sea Company's Trade on the Conſt of Gui- 
ned, which is ſuggeſted not to be within the Limits of 
their Charter; and inſtead thereof, turned the Argu- 
ment into perſonal Raillery or Reflection, and affirmed 


what I think ought to be called a Falſhood ; for I do ſo- 
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ſolemnly declare, that I never appeared at the Board of 
Trade againſt any Act of Aſſembly, nor was the Report 
of the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade, relating to the 
Duties on Negroes, made chiefly; or upon any Informa- 
tion which they had from me: And for a Confirmation 
of this, I appeal to thoſe worthy Gentlemen, who were 
preſent at the Hearing which was before that Board on 
that Occafion. | \ 

I 91D, indeed, fign a Petition to their — a- 
gainſt an Act of Aſſembly, in the Year 1724. but it 
was not on Account of the Export-Duty, but in regard 
to ſome other Matters which were tack'd to that Bill; 
and therefore, as they could not be ſeparated, I op- 
you ſo far as figning that Petition would do it, its 

ing confirmed by the Crown. © Every Reader of his 
© Narrative, may judge from hence, what Allowances 
* are to be made for the Aſſertions of a Writer in gene- 
« ra}, after ſuch plain Inſtances of his Veracity z which, 
e whether more to be admired at, or the Skill and Judg- 
© ment with which his Performance is conducted, is not 
« eaſy to determine: Whereon I ſhall venture, how- 
ever, to beſtow ſome farther Remarks, and then leave 
that to the Deciſion of the Reader. 

Bur, I cannot paſs over, ſo ſlightly as he hath done, 
the South-Sea Company's trading to Guinea, and the 
Manner in which they have exerciſed the Affeuto Con- 
tract, which are ſaid to be prejudicial to the Colonies 
in general, as well as to the land of Jamaica. My 
Reaſoning on thoſe Subjects, and the Interences I have 
drawn from thence, are ſo far from being Chimerical, 
or contuſed by any Arguments, which he hath vet of- 
ter d, that, on the contrary, he has ſhewn them to be the 
Senſe of the People of the liland ; for in his Appen- 
dix, pag. 69. he has obliged me with ſome Youthers of 
it, by annexing rhe Objections which have been mads 
to the Advantages alledeed to ariſe to the Hand of Jas 
maica from the Aſſiento being eſtabliſhed there. 
iſt, He fays it has been objected, That he Com- 
pany, by buying of Negroes, render them dear to the 
Hlauters. 
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adly, BUT, it has been ſaid, if they be not dearer, 
the Planter is however ſupply'd with worſe Negroes, 
becauſe the Company have their Choice. 

2dly, IT has been formerly ſaid, there was Danger 
of the Aſſiento Company's uniting with the African, to 
obtain an excluſive Trade to Africa, which raiſed ſome 
Prejudice againſt the Aſſiento Company. 

athly, IT has been urged, that the Aſſiento Company 
has ruined the private Trade of this Hand, to the Spa- 
niſh Coaſt, and conſequently has been à greater Preju- 
dice than Gain to it. 

From whence theſe plain and natural Inferences follow, 
that the Inhabitants of amaica (who mult certainly be 
allowed to be competent Judges of their own Intcreſt) 
were of Opinion, that, though Negroes were not dear- 
er at that Time, yet they were ſupplyed with worſe 
than they had before ; that they were under ſome Ap- 
prehenſions of their becoming dearer, by means of the 
South-Sea Company ; that they dreaded the Guinea Trade 
being made arc dl and were even prejudiced againſt 
the Aſſiento Company, upon a Suggeſtion of their ha- 
ving ſome ſuch View ; and, that the Company had ruin- 
ed — Trade, and conſequently has been a 
greater Prejudice than Gain to the Iſland. 

Ir theſe were not their Sentiments, to what Purpoſe 
was an Anſwer made, and laid before the late Duke of 
Portland, who was then Governor of Jamaica, and the 
ſeveral Members of the Council and Aſembiy? For, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that Objections would be ſtarted 
upon imaginary Notions, or to any thing which was con- 
ſiſtent with their own Intereſt. And what was the Iſſue 
of all this? Why, his Arguments plainly appeared to 
be ſophiſtical, and were ſo far from having any Effect 
on the Members of the Council and Aſembly, that they 
did not think them deſerving of any Notice or Anſwer. 

Ix is therefore obvious, that I am not ſingular in my 
inions concerning thoſe Points; and as to the Price 

Negroes being raiſed very confiderably on the Coaſt 
of Guinea, I appeal, tor the Truth of this, to the Aſer- 
chants of London, Briſtol, and Liverpool. And whe- 
ther it would not have been almoſt impracticable for * 
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of them to carry on that Trade, had not the late Miſ. 
underſtanding between the Courts of Great Britain and. 
Spain, given a Check tc the Meaſures of the Sourh-Sea 
Company? For they ſent ſuch large Cargoes in their 
Ships, of near double the Value of what the Guinea 
Merchants uſually ſent, (particularly to Whidah) and 

ave ſuch great Prices for Negroes, that no other Tra- 
Tas could afford to purchaſe any, while the Company s 
Ships where on the Coaſt. And the Reaſon of it 1s 
plain; the Guinea Merchants ſell the Negroes, whom 
they import, chiefly to the Britiſh Planters, and re- 
ceive in Payment the Productions of the Plantations, 
which ſeldom clear more than 204. Sterl. per Head; 
whereas the Aſſiento Factor tells his Readers, that the 
Company ſell to the Spaniards from 2 50, to 300 Pieces 
of Eight per Head. Can it then be denicd, that the 
Manner of the South-Sea Company's Trade is highly pre- 
judicial to the Colonies, by making Negroes ſcarcer, and 
dearer ? For, if they give Fas the Price which was 
formerly given, are not the Guinea Merchants under the 
Neceſſity of giving the ſame Prices, or of loading their 
Ships with ſuch asare ſcarcely fit for the Planters Service, 
the others having all the choice picked Negroes? And 
it the Guinea Merchants (as they evidently do) give 
ſo much more for their Negroes, than they did be- 
fore the Company traded to Africa, muſt they not ſell 
for a proportionable Price to the P/anter, or be ruined ? 
Will not this diſable our Planters from ſelling their 
Commodities as cheap as their Neighbours, who have ma- 
niteſtly ſome Advantages over them in other Reſpects ? 
And will not the Trade, Navigation, and general Inte- 
reſt of Great Britain be greatly affected thereby? 

Ir muſt be allowed, that in all Trades, Manufac- 
tures, or Buſineſs, it is neceflary to render the firſt Ma- 
terials as cheap as poſſible: Negroes being the fyſt and 
abſolute Material for planting, it follows, that all Me- 
thods ſhould be taken, which may produce ſuch a Plenty 
of them, and at ſuch eaſy Rates, as may be an Encourage- 
ment to the induſtrious Planter ; and whatever tends to 
the making them ſcarcer or dearer, ought to be ſup- 
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Is it not then high time to promote a ſtrict Enquiry 
into all Meaſures, which may prove of pernicious Con- 
ſequence to the general Intereſt of the Kingdom, as well 
as to the Plantations ? Have I deſerved ſuch a Load of 
Reproach as has been laid on me, and to be charg'd as 
a — for having furniſhed the Nation with 
ſome uſcful Hints? If they are falſe and — 
as has been ſuggeſted, why are more Perſons than one ſo 
much zettled at them? Why are they not exploded by 
fair Arguments, and convincing Proofs ? But, if on 
Enquiry, it ſhould appear, that the Sourh-Sea Company 
have not any Right, by their Charter, or otherwiſe, to 
ſend Ships to Guinea; that they might as well pretend 
to trade to Ol Spain, Portugal, or in any other Branch 
of the Britiſh Commerce, which 1s not under an excluſive 
Charter; or that the Nation ſuffers ore by the Damage 
which the Plantations receive by their Trade, than any 
Advantages which they can poſſibly bring to it will com- 
penſate ; why then, I am ſo far from being a Calum- 
niator, that I may, without the Imputation of Vanity, 
be allowed to ny, that I have heen a uſeful Inſtrument 
to the Publick ; and all the foul} Language, which m 
Opponent has beſtowed on me, with ſo liberal a H 4 
will retort upon himſelt. 

In pag. 33. this Writer ſays, That, when the Method 
of Supply of Negroes came under the Conſideration of the 
Court of Direflors, at the laſt opening of the Aſſiento, 
it was found, upon looking back, Lofs had been 
ſuſtained under the preceding Direfion by their. Trade 
to Africa, What hand they have ſince made of it, he has 
plainly diſcovered, in p. 29. where he owns, That 7he 
Company had paid Duty for 500 dead Negroes, which coſt 
wem about 7 l. per Head Freight, and produced them 
not one Ryal : And for 500 more, not worth above 101. 
per Head, Now if we compute thoſe Negroes to ſtand 
the Company in no more than 12 J. per Head Sterl. on 
the Coaſt of Guinea, the Maiter's Commiſſion, Freight, 
and all other incideutal Charges added to it, the Loſs 
they ſuſtained thereby, (after the Net-Produce of the 500 
Nezroes, which he computes at 101. per Head, is de- 
flucted) in this fingle Article, amounts to about 200007. 

| SW | Sterl, 
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S$terl. what then muſt their erbele Loſs be, if an Eſti- 
mate were to be made, of all the Negroes which dy'd on 
Board their Ships at Sea; the Number of which are 
known to be very conſiderable, ſeveral of them having 
loſt one Fourth of their Compliment, and ſome near one 
Third? Can it be ſaid after this, that the Company are 
any Gainers by that Trade? Or, that it would not have 
been more totheir Advantage, to purchaſe what Negroes 
they were obliged to furniſh the Spaniards with, of the 
Guinea Merchants, and which would have been leſs 

rejudicial to the Colonies, becauſe private Merchants 

t out cheaper, and inſpect more narrowly into their 
Affairs, than Companies are known to do, and conſe- 

uently could have furniſhed the Planters, as well as 
the Company, with Negroes at lefler Prices ? 

Bur, it ſeems, he was of Opinion, pag. 33. That 
Neceſſity alone of a Supply of Negroes, ought to induce 
the Company to prefer trading to Guinea, themſelves ; 
but, that ut were ſtill better for them even to loſe ſome- 
thing on the Guinea Trade, rather than want Negroes 
for the Aſſiento, ſince the Duties were to be paid in all 
Events, and their Charges the ſame, under a deficient, 
as well as a full Supply of Negroes. And in pas. 34. 
That the Company ere neceſſitated to take thoſe Mea- 
ſures, to furniſh themſelves with Negroes, the Royal 
African Company failing in their Contract with the 
South-Sca Company; and, the ptivate Merchants, zhere- 
upon, raiſing the Price very conſiderably, and threat- 
ning to carry their Negroes to the Spaniſh Coaſt rhem- 
ſelves, if they did not rome up to their Prices. How 
will he reconcile this Dread of wanting Negroes, and 
the Neceſſity the Company was under, of trading to 
Guinea, to what he — in pag. 28. where = ob- 
ſerves, That wwhere the Carrion is, there ill be tbe 
Crows ; and that the Northern, as well as Negro Tra- 
ders, u ſend their Commodities to that Place, where- 
ever it be, where the Company ſettles the Aſſiento. And 
in p. 69. That the private Guinea Traders relying, 
thar the Aſſiento ↄrould have a further Demand for 
Slaves, over and above what the African Company had 
gentracted for, fitted out more Ships than uſual, and ſent 
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them hither ; out of theſe the Aſſiento have, is true, 
bought many Slaves, but they have left more to be ſold 
# the Planters, among ſt which, ſeveral whole Ships 
have been untouched by them. Are not theſe manifeſt 
Contradictions? And can it be ſaid, with any Modeſty, 
that the Company were neceſſitated to ſend Ships to 
Guinea, to furniſh themſelves with Negroes, after having 
declared, that the private Guinea Merchants fitted out 
more Ships than uſual, relying on the AſJiento, havin 
a further Demand, over and above what the Royal Z 
frican Company had contracted for? 

Nox can it be pretended, that the private Merchants 
raiſed the Price of Negroes, and threatned to carry them 
to the Coaſt, if the Company's Factors did not come up 
to their Price; fince he has owned, that they had not 
only furniſhed themſelves with as many as were wanted, 
but left more to be fold to the Planters ; and ſeveral 
ce Ships untouched. 

Bur, — this Writer, Mr. Pratter concurr'd with 
him in his Opinion, that Neceſſity alone of a Supply of 
Negroes, ought to induce the Company to prefer trading 
zo Guinca themſelves, &c. This may poſſibly be true, 
fince Mr. Pratter was his Partner, and we allow him 
to be a good natur'd Man : But, then, how came it to 
paſs, that he was not of that Opinion before this Mriter 
was aſſociated with him? It is well known, that My. 
Pratter was in the Company's Service for ſome Years 
before, and in Co-partnerſhip with a Gentleman, whoſe 
Integrity and Skil} in Trade were never queſtioned by 
any one Perſon, who was acquainted with him; yer, 
they never were under thoſe dreadful Apprchenſions of 
wanting a FULL SUPPLY of NEGROES ; they never 
thought it the Company's Intereſt to trade to Guinea, 
becauſe they knew well enough, that the Guinea Mer- 
chants were able to ſupply them, and at eaſier Rates 
than the Company could import them, all Things con- 
fidered. Nor did they think it adviſable to ſend ſuch 
great Numbers among the Spaniards, as have been cx- 

orted of late Years; becauſe the ſame, or a greater 
Þrofir might ariſe to the Company by a le Number, 
even though they paid the Duties on what they were 

deficient 
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deficient in, (according to the Aſfento Contract) ſince 
the Trade for Negroes is ſolely veſted in them, and the 
Spaniards are neceſſitated to take them at ſuch Prices 
as the Company's Factors are 2 to value them at 
but, when they are overſtock'd, and more are im od 
than they have an immediate Occaſion for, the Caſe is 
alter'd, and they become -= difficult in their Choice, 
and are for beating down the Price. : 

Ir is therefore obvious, not only from this Writer's 
own Words, which I have quoted, but from the Con- 
duct of thoſe Gentlemen, who preceded him, in the 
Management of the Company's Affairs at Jamaica, that 
there was no wt of Negroes, nor any likelyhood of it; 
what then may we ſuppoſe to be the rue Reaſon of the 
Dread which he was under, of wanting a full Sur rIx of 
NzcRots? Well, fince he has been ſo modeſt as to 
decline telling his Readers, I will endeavour to help 
him out. 


TAE Commiſſions upon 8000 Ne- 
roes, which re Sik abſolute- 
y neceflary for the South-Sea Com- Sterl 

pany to import into Zamaica, in or- N 

der to furniſh the Spaniards with Il. per Aus. 
4000, amount, at 25 Shillings Seri. 

per Head, (which I am informed is] + 

what the Company allow their Factors 

at Jamaica) to 


Tux Commiſſions upon 4000 Ne- 
groes only, in caſe the Company were 
to purchaſe that Number in Zamaica, \ 5000. per Aus. 
and to 1mport none themſelves, a- 
mount too 


Tu x annual Difference in the Fa- 
ctors Commiſſion between the Compa- { 5500 I. per Ann. 


25's trading to Guinea, or not, is 
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Is not the Myſtery unfolded ; And have I really hit 
the Mark And you; and your Partner, you ſay, have 
drawn ſo much Commiſſions more by the Company's 


trading to Guinea, than you would have done, had they 
continued to buy all the Negroes they wanted at Jamaica. 


HINC ILLACALUMNI@ZA. 


Confeſſion has always ſomething of Ingenuity in it ; 
and you ſay you * for it, and that you'll write 
on our Side next. Well, there is no Occaſion for that, I 
ſpall ſhew, you have done that enough already; and 
though I think, with reſpect to your own Views, that 
you have carried the Jeſt a little too far : However, 
all Malice apart, one good Turn deſerves another, [ 
vill do you what Service I can in this Reſpect. 

In treating of the Aſento, in pag. 45: this Writer 
ſays, That the Fact now I take to be agreed betæreen 
us, that the Aſſiento is very advantagious both to Ja- 
maica and Great Britain; and all the Difference that 
remains, muſt lie in the Method by which it is carried 
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WHERE have I declared any ſuch Opinion? And is 
hot the contrary manifeſt by what I have aſſerted in my 
former, as well as in this Piece? Whercin has he ſhewn 
the Aſſente to be very advantagious to Jamaica, or to 
Great Britain? It is notorious, that the former is al- 
moſt ruined by it; and this Hriter himſelf declared at 
the Council- Board, that it was a loſing Contract to for- 
mer Aſſientiſts ; and that he doubted, after all the Ad- 
vantages wich the S- Sea Company had obtained, 
whether they were any Gainers by it. But this he ſeems 
to have forgot, and applying what I ſaid of the Porry- 
gueze Aſſiento Company, to the preſent Aſſentiſts, what 
Trade, ſays he, but this con afford 25 or zo per Cent. 
on Bottomree, in a ſix Weeks ase ? What Trade 
but this can furniſp ſuch frequent Opportunities of vend- 
ing yearly in Spamiſh Ports in the Indies, ſuch ve 

conſiderable © vantiries of Britiſh — vn ? Thi⸗ 
laſt Paragraph, I think, wants ſome Explanation. What 


does he mean by frequent Opportunities, and ſuch very 
tonſiderabis 
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conſiderable Quantities of Britiſh Manufactures ? The 
annual Ships cannot certainly be called frequent Oppor- 
tunities, (eſpecially fince the Company have made but) 
Voyages in 16 Years) nor aro $00 Tons a very conſide- 
rable Quantity of Goods, for ſo great a trading Nation 
to export once in about 2 Tears. If he means any thing 
more, whole Intereſt does he betray? For what poſſible 
Uſe or 7 of his own, does this Writer blab out 
this Story? Don Porcia, ſays he, a Caſtillian, but Jes 
him paſs tor a * 1 Was the Aſſieatiſt, aubo em- 
ploy'd Jago Caſtillo, as his Agent as Jamaica, who, 
having no Stock of his own, and depending on the Cre- 
dit and great Profits of the Contratt itſelf, was obliged 
to give ſuch Premiums as this Writer afſerts. Here he 
degrades the Portugueze Aſſiento Company, into a pri- 
vate Contraflor ; and, in other Places, jumbles them to- 
ether: whereas they were two ſeparate and indepen- 
at Contracts. And in pag. 49. ſays, That Don Porgia 
was ruin'd by it; and his Agent at Jamaica, Sir James 
Caſtillo, dyed half Starving, pofſe/3'd of nothing but 4 
Knight hood. 

Ir is certain, that the a were very conſide - 
rable Loſers by the Aſſiento; that — parted with the 
Contract to ſome Grandees of Spain, and others, for a Sum 
of Money; and, that Don Porcia, and Sir James Del 
Caſtillo, under him, were Managers for the Contractors: 
But I never heard that Don Porcia was the ſole Aſſien- 
rift, or was ruined by it; on the contrary, it is well 
known, that he cheated his Principals as well as Sir 
Tames, and dy'd in New Spain, not many Years ſince, 
in Poſſeſſion of a vaſt Eſtate. Sir Zames Del Caſtillo 
did indeed dyc ; but it was owing to his _ Ho- 
ou and Puucto; tor Don Porcia not complying with 
his Engagements, Sir James, to make them good, 
mortgag'd all he had in the World, Theſe Circum- 
ſtances I thought proper to mention, as it ſhews how 
well vers'd this Writer is in the Tranſactions of thoſe 
Times; and from thence may conclude, what Depen- 
dance is to be had on his Aſſertions. 

BUT, how many Negroes, ſays he, pag. 50. Sir 
James Del Caſtillo bought, 15 not ſaid Aud how can 
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any Cauſe be treed, eſpecially as to Value and Extent, 
from ſuch Evidence? The Company, I will now tell 
him, bought near ten thouſand Negroes, in about four 
Years Trade, beſide about eight T houſand which they 
mere. 

Wu Ar Number of Negroes Sir James Del Caſtillo 
bought, I cannot be poſitive in; but I have often heard 
it ſaid, that he took the Guinea Ships Cargoes entire, 
without picking and culling them, as the Sourh-Sea Com- 
pany do. And that he even purchaſed /uch Negroes, as 
our Planters knew not what to do with, and were o- 
bliged to tranſport for Crimes ; whereas the Spaniards 
will not now purchaſe them at any Rate, fince they have 
been fo fully ſupply'd, and with ſuch Choice by the 
South-Sea Company. | 

As to the Number of Negroes, which have been ex- 
ported within theſe 4 Years, that 1s one Point we com- 
| of as hurtful to the Phantations, by making them 
carcer and dearer; and it has been ſhewn, that it would 
be even the Company's Intereſt, to export a 1% Num- 
ber, even though they pay the Duty to the King of 
Spain, on whatever they may be deficient in ; becauſe it 
is in their Power to feed the Market, and make it up 
in Price. rn | 
| In fine, the Advantage which Jamaica received from 
the Aſſiento, when it was in the Hands of Don Porcia, 
and Sir James Del Caſtillo, this Writer acknowledges, 
in pag. 48. where he ſays, That it is Matter of Fact, 
that this wwas the time of Jamaica's greateſt Proſperity, 
owing principally to the Aſſiento Contract being ſettled 
there; which being a conſtant Employ of Seamen in 
Trade, property ſo called, and a conſtant Indraft of Mo- 
ey circulated in the [land, from the ſeveral Demands 
of- the Aſſiento, and Supply of the Spaniards; And yet 
in pag. 49. he tells his Readers, That he never heard 
of but an inconſiderable Number, who were admitted 
into this Bottomree Buſineſs, nor of above one, «eho got 
eonfiderably by it. And in pag. 52. That the Aſſientiſt 
being a Foreigner, employ'd foreign Factors on the 
Coaſt, and ſometimes Spaniſh Shipping and Samen. 
Whar Inferences can be drawn from Evidence, which 
1 34 l ; hop | £1 conſiſts 
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conſiſts of ſuch manifeſt Blunders and Contradictions ? 
For in one Page he tells his Readers, that rhe former 
Aſſientiſts were of Service to Jamaica, in a conſtant Em- 
ploy of Shipping and Seamen ; and in the very next 
Page, that they employ'd Spaniſh Shipping aud Sea- 
men : again, that this was the time of Zamaica's great- 
of 3 ; and ſoon after, he ſays, that he never 
of but an inconſiderable Number, who got con- 
fiderably by ir. Had he apply'd this laſt Aſſertion to 
the preſent Aſſiento Conrratt, he might have met with 
great Numbers, as well as my ſelt, who would have con- 
curred with him in that Opinion. 

Bu r, ſays this Writer, in p. 50. 4 ſhort Compariſon 
bill ſhew, that this Contract of the South-Sea Company, 
inthe Manner it has been exerciſed, has been conſiderably 
more advantagious to Jamaica, as well as to Britain, than 
the former. The Advantages which Jamaica (and con- 
ſequently Great Britain) received by the former Aſſien- 
riſts, appears, by his own Confeſſion, not only in the 
Paſſage before cited, but in p. 73. where he ſays, That 
rhe moſt plentiful and happy Days Jamaica ever ſaw, 
was in the glorious Reign of K. William, when the A(- 
ſiento 2was firſt ſettled by Foreigners amongſt them: But, 
wherein has he ſhewn, that the preſent Mfiento is more 
advantagious to Zamaica, or to Great Britain, than the 
former ? The Contract, and the annual Ship are indeed 
new Channcls of Trade ; but they are far from being al- 
lowed by thoſe, who have any Notions of Commerce, to 
be more beneficial than the former, vis. the Trade which 
was carried on from Great Britain to Old Spain, and from 
Jamaica to New Spain, which is now interrupted, and 
in a Manner ſtopped up. And whoever will look back 
to the firſt Settlement of this Company, will find, that 
many eminent and worthy Merchants vigorouſly oppoſed 
the Acceptance of it, declaring, * That the Company 
might very well ſpare the trying the Experiment of 4 
Trade, by which other Nations <vere known to have been 
Loſers ; eſpecially upon ſuch hard Terms, as ere of- 


Vide the Political State, for the Month of February, 17L+, 
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for'd to the Com s the rather, becauſe the ſaid 
Trade would be x uncle Mo and at the — of — 
reconciled Enemies? Has not Experience 
thoſe Obſervations ? Have we not found That Trade to 
be precarious, and at the Mercy of Enemies, who never 
have yet been thoroughly reconciled ? Has not this 
Writer owned, that it was a 9471 Contract to former 
Montiſts, and that he doubted whether the Company 
were any Gainers by it, after 16 Years Trial! 

Bo r ſuppoſing there was a real Profit ariſing to the 
Nation by the Company's Means, morethan in the Chan- 
nels which this Trade was formerly in; can this be faid 
to be all Gain, or ne Advantages to the Nation? No 
certainly; nothing more than what the Gain of the Com- 
pany exceeds that of the Spam Merchants, and the 
Jamaica Traders. And will that Profit, if any ſuch 
there be, compenſate for the Damage which Jamaica has 
ſuſtained, much leſs the Colonies in general, whoſe Fate 
is in a Manner dependant on that Iſland, and muſt riſe 
or fall with ir? 


VN ten Lines, ſays this Writer, Vere is a String of 
c 


about as many fab votations, or Afertions : Wha 
he contents himſelt with affirming very roundly, in his 
un Manner, without offering the leaſt Argument, or 
oucher, in ſupport of his Poſitzons ; the contrary of 
which will appear upon Enquiry : And then, I think, 
thoſe nod aber will retort upon himſelf. 
1. THE private Trade to rhe Sou'ra Cars, he ſays, 
has conftantly ſubſiſted, which is here inſinuated to have 
deen Joſt <wirh rhe reſt. Whether the private Trade to 
the Sourh Cays has conſtantly ſubfiſted ; or whether it 
has not been interrupted, as well as ſome other Branch- 
es of the Commerce with the Spaniards, I appeal to the 
Gentlemen of Jamaica, who are now in England; and, 
that the ſame Endeavours have been uſed, to put a 8 
to it, tho' they have not prov'd altogether ſo effectual, 
will appear by the hm Arricle * of the Repreſentation 
of the Court of Dire dors of the Sourh-Sea Company to 
his late Majeſty. | 


* Vide the Appendix. 
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I x may, perhaps, be ſaid, that the Company have Au- 
tion the K. of Spain, to ſeize Ks 7 to their 
own Uſe, all Negroes which are imported into New Spain 
by the private Traders; and, therefore that they are ju- 
ſtifiable in ſo doing: But then this will be giving up the 
—_— and contradicting what he aſſerted in pag. 46. 
That he Condition of the private Trade can neither be 
attributed to the Company, or tothe Fidelity, or Un- 
faithfulneſs of their Servants ; becauſe the obſtructing the 
Importation of Negyoe; is in effect the ſame as if they ob- 
ſtructed the Importation of theZritiſh ManufaFures ; ſince 
the one helps off the other, and the ſame Guards, which 
are appointed to prevent the private Trade for Negroes, 
render it impracticable to vend any other Commodities 
amongſt them. And 1s not this a Prejudice to Greaz 
Britain as well as to Jamaica? Is not the Vending of 
our 0w# Product and Manuyfatures of greater —_ 
tance, than diſpoſing of 3 or 4000 Negroes annually g 
fince the one 15 a real Benefit, and the other may be at- 
tended with ſome bad Conſequences, whatever Gain 
may, for the preſent, ariſe from it to the Company, 
or to the Nation ? | 
Bur, ſuppoſing that the Company have a kind of 
Right from the King of Spain, by the Aſſiento Contract, 
to ſeize or indult all Negroes, which are imported a- 
mong the Spaniards, by the private Traders; it is cer- 
tain, that they have no ſuch Authority from the Zaws of 
their own Country; nor have they any Charter tor that 
Trade excluſive ot all others, either for Nezroes, or any 
other Commodities, excepting in the Sourb-Seas And 
therefore, if the Spaniards have ever been incited by 
them, or their Servants, to fit out Veſſels, or to take 
any other Meaſures to intercept the private Traders, 
and render their Commerce impracticable; ſuch Proceed- 
ings, if any ſuch have ever been, muſt be condemned by 
every true Engliſhman. And though I am unwilling to 
give Credit to the Reports, concerning the Manner and 
Means of Capt. George of Carthagena, — fitted out ſe- 
veral times to tate and deſtroy the private Traders, yet, 
I hope it will, ſome time or other, be enquired into, as 
well as the Occaſion of the Zay of Campecty's being 
taken 
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taken from us, in Time of Peace, and above 20 Sail of 
Engliſh Ships, at one time, made Prizes of. 

2. HE leaves his Readers, ſays this Writer, 20 ſup- 
Poſe the Trade fer Negroes to the South Cays, 7o be 
different from that of the Havanna, and St. Jago, and 
the Negroes employ'd to different Purpoſes. 

Trar I have uy where inſinuated the Trade to 
the South Cays to be different from that of the Havanna, 
and St. Zago, I abſolutely deny: But to what Purpoſe 
does this Writer aſſert Things ſo poſitively, without pro- 
ducing one Paſſage, as a Voucher for him? Is it not 


ſupply the want of Argument ? Let him have Recourſe 
to pag. 21. where he will find it ſaid, That H g there 
aus bur little Correſpondence betwween Jamaica, and 
thoſe Places; yet à conſiderable Trade <vas carried on 
to the South Cays, generally for Woollens, Linnens, 
and ſome Negroes, which were ſeldom the beſt. Is it 
not well known that the Sourh Cays is a Back-Door to 
thoſe Places? But can it be ſaid, that there is no Dif- 
ference between the Trade which is carried on to thoſe 
Places by the Sourh-Sea Company, and by the private 
Traders? ls there no Difference between ſupplying the 
Spaniards with choice able Negroes, and Rack as are 
eldom any others than what remain out of a Ship's 
Cargo, after the Planters have had the Picking of them, 
as 1s well known to thoſe who have been concerned that 
Way ? 
;dly, BUT the Spaniards cannot export thoſe Com- 
modities themſelves, for vant of Navigation, and Seamen. 

* Wovrp any one, /ays he, have expected this ſo 
e ſoon after the Sailing of the Flotilla? I can inform 
him, that the Spaniards ſeldom or never want Na- 
« vigation or Samen there; whereas the Company's 
* $2085 have often wanted Freight, and returned Home 
empty. 

I's the Florilla an Argument that the Spaniards do 
not want Navigation or Seamen ? or becauſe they load- 
ed and {ent Home that Fleet, which conſiſted of be- 
tween 20 and 3o Sail, that they could not have loaded 
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evidently deſigned to miſ-guide his Readers, and to 


a greater Number, if they had them? How comes it . 
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then to be worth while to ſend Sugars to Old Spain from 
England and France? Is it _— to their want of 
Navigation to bring home ſufficient for their own Con- 
ſumption ? And if the Company ſhould continue to import 
their Sugars into Europe, when they are not able to do 
it themſelves, (which I can, upon occaſion, prove, 
by a Letter from a Perſon who was one of their Agents 
at the Havanna) will it not prejudice the Hritiſp Plan- 
tations, and encourage the Spaniards to improve that 
Manufacture, by raiſing of more Works for that Purpoſe ? 
Whereas they will be diſcouraged therein, if they can- 
not vend thoſe Commodities, when they are made, not 
only for want of Navigation, but becauſe we fail cheap- 
er than they can do. Is it then poſſible, for this Writer 
to be ſo ignorant of the Affairs and Condition of the 
Spaniſh Nation? Or is it Diſingenuity in him to repeat 
ſo often that they are in no want of Navigation or Sea- 
wen ? This is a Point which requires nothing more to be 
ſaid to it, ſince it is notorious, that their Galleons, chiet- 
ly conſiſt of Old Engliſh Eaſt India Ships, and 2 or 3 
others which were built at Brito} ; and that their Navy, 
which they boaſt ſo much of, does not only conſiſt, for 
the chief Part, of Ships bought of other Nations, but 
are mann'd with Samen of ſeveral Countries. 

Buer, fays this Writer, (by way of Confirmation of 
what he aſſerted) /e Company's Snows have often 
awanted Freight, and returned Home empty. By Home, 
[ preſume he means Jamaica; where he ſhould have 
roll his Readers, that _ were diſcouraged from import- 
ing of Sugar, and fuch like Commodities, by reaſon of 
the Duties in that Iſland ; and which is — the true 
Reaſon of their Suoges returning home empty: But, 
was there never any Attempt of this kind made by the 
Company's Agents, or Servants, even in Spaniſp Bot- 
roms? What then was the Buſineſs of the hooner Bon 
je, which was ſeized by order of the late Duke 

Portland, in the Year 1724? And may we not rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that her Condemnation was Juf and 
legal, fince the Sor1th-Sex Company have not yet thought 

t to proſecute the Appeal? Was not this an Ey? 


And can it be denicd that ſhe, was actually defigned for 


amaica, 
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Jamaica, ſince ſhe was conſigned to the Company's 
Factors there, as appeared by the Bills of Lading? I 
ſhould be glad to ſee that Affair fully explained; and 
when that 1s done, I may, perhaps, furniſh him with 
ſome farther Employmcnt of the ſame kind. 

gthly, IT is here inſinuated, as if te Company had 
traded to the Havanna, aud St. Jago, for Goods only; 
euhgreas the Factors are ordered ＋ the Company's 
Negroes for Money, and never 10 take Goods but in Caſe 


of Neceſſity. | | 
7 _ Part of this Aſſertion, muſt be ſuppoſed 
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: to be entirely his own Invention; ſince he has not 
| inted out the N which he pretends to found it 
: | upon ? As to the Orders, which are {aid to be given by 
bh | the Company to their Factors, I muſt own my ſelf 2 
Stranger to them; but however that may be, I may be 

| N allowed to ſay, that they ought be 3 from * 

. importing any ties into Europe, which ma m 

1 bi Ge the Bruſh Plantations ; as the bringing — h; 

-M Sugar, Tobacco, and ſuch like Commodities will ma- T6 

bl — do. = in 

kj zthly, BUT no other Veſſels, ſays he, are admitted HI 

into their Ports, except the South - Sca Company's, twhich of 

carries arith it an Inſipuation, that none of the Pro- ſib 

duct of Cuba can be carried away but out of their | va! 

Ports. | : 17 

Tur no other Veſſels are admitted into the Ports ſh, 

of New Spain, is undeniable ; and therefore I muſt wh 

tell this Writer, that no Traders, unleſs of their own Na- ſet 

tion, and the Sourh-Sea Company, can export their Su- an 

rs, which plainly appears to be my Meaning, though M. 

Fe would put a different Conſtruction upon it. 50 are 

6thly, AND, conſequently, it is emprafticable for | | 

any other Traders to take thoſe Commodities off their . 

Hauds, when they are made: Whereas, ſays he, in 4 

2 Fall. more Veſſels of the private Traders have been a ff 

laden, as well for Jamaica, as for Europe, with ſome wh 

* of the Commodities of Cuba, during this laſt opening Ho 

« of the Afſento, than have been Freighted from the = 

Havanna, and St. Jago, by the South-Sea Company ”. l * 

I had before been treating of Har, Tobacco, and ſuch 1 C 


like 
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like Commodities as are produced in our Plantation; 
which, 48 he would here inſinuate, the private Tra- 
ders imported into Jamaica, as well as into Europe, in 
much greater Quantities than the South-Sex Company 
had donc: whereas the Commodities, which they im- 

rt from thence, are Hides, 7 allow, Snuff, and ſuch 
ike Commodities, as cannot affect our Colonies, becaule 
they cannot go upon thoſe Manufaftures. 

Ic ANN Or pals by one Obſervation more. Would he, 
ſays this Writer, have no Treaties at all, but that the 
Trade ſhould be left wholly to take its {ance 19008 Ja- 
maica ? That, the Reader vill ſce, will be liable alſo to 
Miſcarriages : for this Writer himſelf will tell him, 
they have none get, tho the Aſſiento is ſhut, and their 
Factors come away. | 

T 1s contains an Aſſertion, that the private Trade 
is liable to Miſcarriages; but is not the Company's much 
more ſo ? for otherwiſe, how came it to paſs, that they 
have not exerciſed the Aſſiento Contract = 6 Mears in 
16, nor made more than ) Voyages in their annual Ships 
in all that Time ? Is it not evident, that they are more 
liable to Miſcarriages, fance 2 arc hourly at the Mer 
of the Spaniards ? Wall any Advantages, which can ol. 
fibly be derived from their Trade, compenſate for thoſe 
vaſt Loſſes the Company have ſuſtained by Seizures in 
1719, and 1726? There is, indeed, one plain Way of 
ſhewing the Advantages of the South-Sea Company; 
which is, by ſtating a fair Account of their Trade, and 
ſetting forth the Profit that has accrued to the Stock, 
and the Nation from thence. This will fully convince » 
Mankind, and at once filence all the Clamours, which 
are made againſt the Company. 

THEY have had no Trade yet, ſays he, from Ja- 
maica, ho the Aſſiento is ſout, and their Factors come 
away. And what 1s the Reaſon of it ? Why, we have 
a ſtrong Squadron on that Coaſt, and che Apprchenſicrs 
which the Spaniards arc under of their committing 
Hoſtil:ties, obliges them to double their Guards, which 
render it almoſt impracticable. But, when they are re- 
moved, as well as our falſe Brethren, it cannot be 
doubted, that 'Things will of Courſe take their former 
Channel, F Tavs 
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Tavs I have waded through this Writer's Heap of 
Dirt and Rubbiſh, without having met with one fair 
Argument; and though I am ſenſible how much the 
Subje& I have been treating of has ſuffered, not only 
for want of Ability in me to ſet it in a better Light, 
but alſo from the preſent Situation of my private Affairs, 
which require my gong Abroad in a very few Days : 
Yet however ſtreightened I have been, as to Time, I was 
under the Neceſſity of making ſome Reply, in er 
tion of my own Character, as well as of the Inhabitants 
of Jamaica, who are evidently ſtruck at by this Writer, 
which is the only Apology I can make for attempting it, 
eſpecially at this Juncture. 

Bur, notwithſtanding, I hope the moſt material 
Points of this Controverſy have been ſufficiently explain- 
ed, not only by thoſe Reaſons and Arguments which } 
have been offered, but by the ſeveral Vouchers here- 
unto annexed, which will ſatisfy every impartial and 
diſintereſted Reader, that amaica was in Poſſeſſion of 
a very conſiderable Trade, at the Time of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the preſent Aſſiento Company : That this Trade 
did employ 1500 Seamen, which are now moſtly re- 
moved to other Parts for want of Encouragement : 'That 
the Aſſiento _— is the principal Means of depri- 
ving Jamaica of ſo beneficial a Commerce; and con- 
ſequently of ſo conſiderable a Number of Inhabitants : 
And it farther appears, from the very Face of the Thing, 
that the Sourb-Sea Company's trading to Guinea, and 
exerciſing the Aſiento Contract, in the Manner they have 
done, may prove fatal, not only to Jamaica, but to all 
the Sugar-Colonies, and conſequently to the General 
Intereſt of Great Hritain. It therefore cannot be doubt- 
ed, that theſe ſeveral Grievances will be taken into Con- 
ſideration, and proper Remedies applied, before it be 
too late; and that the Good of the whole Community 
will always be preferred to the Intereſt of any particu- 
lar Society, or Sett of Men whatever. 


ww LY. Y 
LARS. —_— 


— — — 


— 


— — — = 
1 * — — r 


— — 
— — ñ E — -_— 
4 


— 


n 


> 7 p * 2 > A 


: a. _- 


ue” 


4444 


— 


| 


& 

1 *3 

OM 
N f 
i 

4 * 

a - 


* n 
* 
Va 


— — 
= 
— 

— 

7 


ad "<1 

- — 
F_.” ,_ 
— * A —_— 3 


— fas fro} dM . r SiC. 


PART . : 


PART I 


al 

1 . . - 

h IP herein the Sophiſtry of this Mriter is fur- 
4 ther expoſed ; aud the ſeveral Aſperſions, 
of which are ſcattered throughout his Piece, 
0 are likewiſe conſidered. 

- 

at RARE A VING touched on the moſt material 
1- J {as # Heads of this Controverſy, as fully as 
* my preſent Circumſtances will admit 
2 of it now remains, that I ſhould take 
g, ſome Notice of the ſeveral Imputations, 
d which this Writer has been ſo liberal in 
e ei beſtowing on the Inhabitants of Jamai- 
I ca, as well as on my ſelf. How has he laboured to re- 
al reſent them in the moſt obnoxious Colours to their 
t Yo Mother- Country? And, on the other hand, when he 
n- finds himſelf pinched in an Argument, he turns the 
5 ' Diſcourſe into perſonal Reflections, and vainly — to 
ty gain his Point, by throwing Dirt at me, as well as at 


” | them. 
: As for Inſtance, in p. 40. he ſlightly touches on the 

1 Paralle] which I made between Hool in England, and 
Nez7r92s in the Plantations, as well as on the Inference I 
T | had drawn from thence ; and inftead of confuting them 
by fair Reaſoning, he makes me argue, that as Encou- 

ragement is given in England for the Importation of 


F 2 Woot, 


Ds 


uw < 


_ * 
2 — 2 
_ P 


(36) 


Mool, they lay an heavy Duty in Jamaica on Negroes ; 
whereas it will evidently appear, that my whole | 
in that Argument, was to take off the Duty on Iinport, 
and to lay it on Export, for the Ene of 
our own Plantations ; which would undoubtedly 
ive them an Advantage over their Neighbours, in that 
eſpect. Is not this an Evidence to what a Degree 
4 of Infatuation Party-Principles are capable of byaſſing 
Men of the quickeſt Diſcernment in indifferent Mat- | 
* ters, to find that ſuch Traſh as this can be cry'd up, po 
and receive the Thanks of a ſolemn Aſſembly, who, by 
that Vote, have made his Piece their own" ? 
Bur I muſt ſtill follow my Leader, ſlightly paſ- 
« ſing by many leſſer Miſtakes, or I ſhould never get 
* to the End”. How roundly does he infinuate that 
I was the Author of the © yerices, which were publiſhed 
in the Craftſinan, without producing the leaſt Shadow of 
a Voucher for that Charge, or endeavouring to confute 
any one ſingle Article of them? If I am not the Perſon, 
will he not be reproached tor accuſing an innocent Man ? 
And, if I am, will it be thought prudent in him to 4 
exaſperate one, who knows ſo much of the Company's | 
Affairs, as the Author of thoſe © weries ſcems to do? | 
And can he poflibly flatter himſeſt, that any particular | 
Men in Great Britain, much leſs fo wile and experien- 
ced a Sub-Governor and Court of Directors, will, upon | 
tarther Confideration, think him deſerving of the Ap- 
Plauſe which they have given him? And won't he be 
told by them, that he has gone out of his Depth; that his 
Zeal might have been commendable, and he might 
have been of ſome Uſe in making a Noiſe and Clamour- "WY 
ing at the private Traders ; that they would have been 
contented with his throwing Dirt at me, and blackning 
the Inhabitants of Jamaica. But, in handling ſuch Points, 
as he has done, without clearing them, (eſpecially in 
relation to the Qyeries, which it would have — more 
adviſeable in him to have thrown a Veil over) he has * 
more miſ-repreſented the Company, than all the preju- 7 
diced Perſons, or even its baſe: Enemies, had ever done 
betore him, or had been able to do. And that there- 
tore, after all this, he muſt no longer expect that they will 
appear 1 


2 n 
2 
” wy o 


”- 


ſa 2 P22 


- _ "— ” * 
— — . 


— — v — —— 
= - * P Has 


4 ES = 
A 


2 
1 
* 


F 


— — 
© Wn 


— — 
2 +” 
2 poet „ 


2 * 


7 


: 

» 
" 
D e 
© 

_ 

D 
* 
7 4A 


Frey 


i 
N 

4 
ö 


"_ * = 
ö 82 
— Pager? 8 = 
— . 


3 oa be 
* —— 
©s 1 
* 


1 — Sow 0 
: —— 3 


e 
1 TY * + > 


* 
R OE Oe min ry 


„ _i-d, 


9291 


appear for him, approve his Conduct, or own his Sen- 
timents, much leſs recommend him for a Director, and 
his Kindred to other important Offices, which would 
now give too much Colour for their being Wn gs to 
have countenanced his Proceedings. So much I owe in 

uſtice to the Injuries which this Writer has done the 

irectors of the Sourh-Sea Company; the reſt I leave 
to their General Court. Dy iP 

uus own my ſelf at a Loſs for this Writet's Mean- 
ing, in p. 32. And does not ſuch a Mole, ſays he, deſerve 
to be unearth'd, and --- Whatever it may be, I mult tell 
him, that I never was afraid or aſham'd of ſhewing my 
Face in any Company; nor am I — more apprehenſi ve 
of being uncarthd, and — than he is. No, fays he, 
don't do that; he has done you no harm; leave that to 
himſelf to do, or to his Friends in Jamaica, <when the 
catch him there. It I have done him »o harm, why 16 
peeviſp ? Or how have I merited all this decent Lan- 
guage ! 

As to my Friends in Jamaica, I intend them a Vi- 
ſit very ſpeedily ; and have no Reaſon to doubt of being 
received there with the ſame Candor and good Nature, 
which I have always met with. My Conduct from my In- 
fancy is well known to moſt of them. I never was accuſed 
of having taken ExOREITANT FEES, in my Office; nor 
was I ever voTED by the AssEMnLx, an ENEMY TO THE 


CovnTsy, for adviſing and attempting an Alteration in 


their Conſtitution, and Form of Government, 

Tux great Pains which this Writer has taken to cxaſpe- 
rate the Lords of the Privy Council, and the ſeveral Great 
Companies againſt me, not having the leaſt Foundation 
to * them, will, of themſclves, fall to the Ground. 
His Reaſoning 6n theſe Subjects, and his chimerical In- 
ferences, ave not, { think, capable of being more expo- 
ſed, than as they ſtand inartiald by himſelf. But, cer- 
tainly, nothing can be more ridiculous, than for him to 
endeavour to raiſe a Prejudice in the Inhabitants of Fa- 
maica againſt me, conſidering how he laboured, at the 
lame Time, to miſ-repreſent them to the World; and 
the Light they have alwavs ricwed him in, Can he poſ- 

{1bly 
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fibly imagine, that the feveral impotent Infinuations, 
which are ſcattered throughout his Picce, will not ra- 
ther inflame, than remove the Opinion which they for- 
merly had of him ? 

Bur when I reflect on this Writer's Proweſs and un- 
daunted Courage at A/ertions, T am ſurprized, that he 
did not proceed to tell his Readers, by what Means he 
became ſo well acquainted with Matters of Trade, and 
the Tranſactions of Ne firſt Settlers of that Iſland ; of the 
former, I never heard that he ever pretended to have 
the leaſt Knowledge, till he was taken into the Ser- 
vice of the Sourh-Sea Company; and though he owns, 
in pag. 19. that he is not rell enough vers d in the Hi- 
ſtory of thoſe Days to be poſitive, yet he proceeds with 
great Modeſty to give an Account of the Heroes of my 
Country, as he calls them : For Inſtance, he tells his 
Readers, That Capt. Coxon «vas one of the laſt of the 
Buccaniers, vo did Wonders in Courage and Conduct; 
and for his Mercy ſhewn in Victory, his great Bravery, 
&c. was ſeven Times pardoned by the Kings of Eng- 
land. Now I profeſs, that though I have often converſed 
with ſome of the Contemporaries of thoſe Days, and 
very lately enquired of one, who 1s now in England, 
yet I never heard that he ever was pardoned, or com- 
mitted any Act which required it. He was, indeed, 
upon ſeveral Expeditions againſt the Spaniards ; par- 
ticularly in the Sourh-Seas, after the Peace with Spain, 
in 1670 ; and, upon the Complaint of the Spaniſh Go- 
vernors, he was ſeveral Times taken up at Jamaica, 
and put under Confinement ; but was 3 acquitted 
upon hearing, by producing fair and regular Commiſſions 
from the Governor of Petit Guavis. 

« Bur l confeſs my ſelf, at this Time, moved with 
& {ome Indignation againſt this Writer. How coldly does 
he paſs over the Memories of Men, whoſe Atchieve- 
© ments deſerve to be celebrated by abler Pens than 
% ours, and whilſt he tells the World of the Fame 


vide The Arſever to a Calumny, p. 20. F 
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« of the Heroes of my Country, he leaves, in Oblivion, 
« thoſe whoſe Cauſe he pretends to eſpouſe, and ſuch 
« as merit Statues, and Trophies in Great Britain, to 
their immortal Honour! 

* [ own I have read with Pleaſure, amongſt the Re- 
cords of his Company, the Reſolutions of their General 
Court, in 1720. to this Effect; I think it was upon 
Sir 7— B---t's trading Expedition to the Moon. 


1. Tyar too great Afluence would enervate the No- 
bility and Gentry of the Kingdom. 


2. Tuar Poverty would py keep up the mar- 
tial Spirit and Virtue of the People. 


3. Tur, by an Indraft of the Nation's Wealth into 
their Hands, the Publick would be benefited, and 
every Share in their Stock of 100}. would be worth 
1000. 


Tr1s laſt Reſolution ſeems only calculated to take 
in ſuch groveling Minds, as that of this Writer. 


Turs MEMORABLE PLAN being thus laid, a 
handful of Heroes Reſolved, Executed, and wwonderful- 
iy Succeeded. 

« I wh | was able to do Juſtice to ſuch Exploits; 
„ but how does this Writer of Memoirs treat ſuch a 
« Paflage in the Hiſtory of nis own Company, in his 
Narrative? Why, inſtead of celebrating the Glory 
ot theſe Men, and juſtifying their Fame, by inform- 
ing his Readers, that à certain Society, being firſt 
ſettled upon an honourable Foundation, that of a rra- 
ding Company, after the Manner of the Britons, they 
carried on ſeveral other ſucceſsſul Projects, which 
raiſcd every Share of 100}. in their Stock, to 1000. 
by which Means the Company grew immently rich, the 


Jide The Anſwer to a Calumny, p. 20, 
2 Hearts 
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Hearts of the Fatherleſs and Widows were made glad, 
and bleſſed the Names of their great Patrons and Bene- 


Laurels, and the renowned G----by, from being a 
Coffeehouſe Boy, by his eminent Vartue, raiſed him- 
ſelf to the Honour of being led in and out of his Coach 
by two $----rs and G----r5. Inſtead of this, he ſinks in 
his Account, all that is Great and Honourable, and de- 
grades theſe Heroes into a trading Company only, which 
now and then furniſhes the Spaniards with a few Cle- 
ver Girls, as he termed them before an auguſt A, 
embly. | 

/ I , IM here indulge my ſelf farther in applauding 
Merit, as much as this Writer ſeems to have taken Plea- 
ſure in confounding Story; but an Enquiry comin 

on, this Heroic Race of Men, who being of * Dif 
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not reconcile themſelves to a Plebeian Life, are now 
obliged to appear with faded Luſtre ; over whom I ſhall 

n 
their Succefſors, for fear of tiring my Readers, and offend- 
ing their great Modeſty. 

Yor I muſt here do us Myiter the Juſtice to obſerve, 
that he Apologizes for ſome Deſects and Omiſſfons in 
his Piece, and fairly confeſſes, that be xvanted Vis Mate, 
Mr. Pratter, more than ever, whoſe Aſſiſtance had he 
bad, he ſhould have acquitted himſelf as much more to 
his own Satisfattion, as he ſbould have done to all theirs, 
who are deſirous of perfectly underſtanding the Trade in 
Queſtion. That he wanted Mr. Pratter's Aſſiſtance, is 
the only Point in which I agrce with him; for he would 
not have made ſo many Blunders and Miſtakes, had he 
been aſſiſted by a Perſon who perfectly underſtands that 
Trade. But, I could put him in Mind of a Time 
when he would have been at a much greater Loſs, had 
he not been joined with a Perſon of Mr. Pratter”s 
Knowledge in Trade, as well as Application to Buſineſs. 
The fincere good Opinion which I have always had of 
that Gentleman, is well known to thoſe who are per- 
ſonally acquainted with us; and therefore the Charge 

of 


factors. Sir Jon x and his A/ccyates were laden with 


poſitions, ſet their Virtue againſt the Law, and could 


therefore throw a Veil, as well as on the 3 of 
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of calumniatins my intimate Friend will appear in 
the fame Light with his other Train of malicious 
Inſinuations. 

Tux awkard Vindication which this Writer has made of 
himſelf and his Patrons, ſtands expoſed in its own native 
View, fince, as he himſelf ſeems to confeſs, it may be ob- 
jected, that what is ſaid by a Servant and Dependant 
of their oxen, can be of no Uſe to the Company; becauſe, 


no doubt, ſuch People as they pay vill praiſe the Bridge 


they go over. But this Objection he caſily removes 
out of his Way, by aſſuring his Readers, that he is un- 
der no Influence, is entirely independant, and that theſe 
were his real Sentiments, as he has expreſs d them in his 
Pamphlet, before he had Thoughts of ever being in the 
Service of the South-Sea Company. From whence, I 
ſuppoſe, we are to conclude, that he is not at preſent 
in their Service, nor expects any fort of Employment 
amongſt them, or under them. What he fays further 
upon this Head, as well as the Spirit and Aim of his 
whole Performance, made me reflect with my ſelf, how 
eaſy it would have been to ſome arrful Creature of 
the Gentlemen, who were in the Direction, in the Year 
I 720. (whoſe Office had afforded him Opportunities of 
raiſing a Fortune, from whence he might aſſume an Air 
of Independance) to have framed an Apology for the 
Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen. He Rar, ſaid that 
their Deſign was good, tho' the Event did not anſwer 
their Expectation ; that they had no Eye to the many 
Opportunities of making immenſe Gain to themſelves, 
but were guided mcerly by a View to the Service of 
the Coxzpany, though they had unfortunately miſtook 
the Way to it ; and after he had 1 Fatts 
with Circumſtances, anſwered Arguments with Fallacy, 
and plain Reaſoning with Sophiſtry, he might have con- 
cluded the groſs Piece of Flattery, with Words to this 
Esfect. I am under no Influence, or Dependance. I 
am not capable of proſtituting my ſelf or Truth to 
* ſerve any Company or Government whatever. I have 
no Motives to what I have written, but a Regard to 
Truth, and an Abhorrence of Scandal; yet, at the 
** ſame Time, I muſt own, that common Fuſtice and Gra- 
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e ritude engaged me in bearing my Teſtimony in the 
„% Affairs of a Company, which I have had the Honour 
to ſerve; to which I became partly induced, (it would 
* be too much Vanity to ſay invited) by the Favour and 
« Friendſhip of a Gentleman, whoſe peculiar Afability 
© and Courteſy, and whoſe happy Talent at mixing the 
« Freedoms of a Friend wwith the juſt Authority of the 
« Patron and the Maſter, alters the very Nature of 
« Servitude and Dependance, and turns it into Pleaſure, 
e And an Ambition to deſerve. In Imitation of hum, and ws. 
« his Aſſociates, I have laboured in the Vineyard with 

« all my Might, and though all our Fruits, as <eith a 

" Blaſt rom Heaven, are blighted, like them I have 

e held faſt my Integrity”. An Apology, of this general 
Nature, was the beſt that could have been framed in 

the behalf of h’ Gentlemen; and poſſibly ſuch an one 

might have made its Apo if the univerſal Ca- 

lamity which their Conduct had brought upon the Nari- 

on, had not drawn down the Vengeance of a Parliament 

upon them, and by putting them out of Power, de- 

prived them of the Means of deſerving ſo uſeful an Al- . 
vocate. But I am ſurprized that our Author ſhould 
condeſcend to ſo undiſtinguiſhing a Strain of Panegyrick, 

and omit the faireſt Occaſion of employing himſelf in a full 
Vindication of his Patron, and the reſt of his Friends. 

In pag. 23. he takes Notice of my /y Obſervation 
contained in the following Words, T %o, poſſibly, there 

might have been a very conſiderable private Trade 

carried on, <ehich, perhaps, ſome of his Friends are able 

to explain. How natural was it in this Place, for this 
Anſwerer of Calumny to have deny'd the Truth of this © 
Infinuation ; to have convinced the World, by fair Rea- 
ſoning, that the Clamour againſt ſome Gentlemen in the 
Direction, as well as — their Agents Abroad, were 
injurious and groundleſs; that no clandeſtine Trade was 

carried on, to the Detriment of the Company, by, or 2 
for the Uſe and Benefit of either; but inſtead of ſuch 1 
an Anſwer, he contents himſelf with awkardly urging i 
the fly Obſervation, as he calls it, for a Proof of an ex- 
tenſive Trade; and as ſor the reſt, (that is, whether it 


be a juſtifiable Aer bod of extending that Trade) he ſays 
77 | 2 72 
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he is to anſæver to the Company; to whom, we have his 
own Word for it, he is not afraid to anſwer. I am at 
a Loſs to know, whether in this Place by the Company, 
he means the Proprietors ; tor they, I preſume, would 
ſcrutinize too ſeverely, and paſs an heavy Cenſure up- 
on ſuch private Traders as ſhall be diſcovered to have 
been heaping up Riches in their Service, by a Conduct, 
if any ſuch has been, which may have given Cauſe to the 
Reduction of the Dividend on their Stock, fince the 
Seizure of the Prince Frederick, and ſome other Loſſes 
they have met with, are ſaid to be on Account of a 
Contraband Trade. 

Ir is needleſs to remark this Writer's Fondneſs, 
and great Conceit of himſelf, which flows throughout 
his whole Performance ; and while he complains of a 
ſuppoſed Calumny, notoriouſly /q4uints not only at me, 
but at the Inhabitants of Famaica in general, the Eaft 
India Company, and all the South-Sea Company's A- 
gents Abroad. We have, however, even his Word tor 
it, that the Company are happy in having one judicious 
honeſt Factor, beſide himſelf ; and though I have not the 
leaſt Defign of detracting from Mr. Pratter's deſerving 
Character, yet I can't help obſerving how natural it is 
for a Man to ſpeak well of a Partner, whoſe Intereſt 1s 
blended with his own. 

Bur, here it may be objected to me in my Turn, 
that I have, in ſome Meaſure, deviated from the Rules 
I ſet out with; and while I complain of his Suinting, 
am guilty of it my ſelf; = wage not in ſo notorious a 
Degree. Upon which I would ask the Reader, how far 
it would move him to be charged with Calumny and 
Falſhcods, and to have the Stamp of the South-Sea 
Company ſet on it, by the Thanks of the Court of Di- 
rectors, returned to this Writer, for his pretended 
Anſwer. This muſt be allowed the — Provoca- 
tion, and ſuch as will fully juſtify any Expreſſion, which 
has fallen from my Pen. Time may, perhaps, induce 
thoſe Gentlemen to entertain very different — 
to what they do at preſent; but however that may be, 
I do hereby declare, that if I find any farther Attacks 
on my Character or Intereſt, I ſhall not be intimidated 
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(44) 
thereby from working up ſome other Materials, which 
I have by me, into a Secret Hiſtory, and publiſh it to 
the World. 

A r preſent I ſhall conclude with a few Queries, and 
when they are anſwered, perhaps ſome others, which are 
much ſtronger, may make their Appearance. 

Query 1. WaETHER the Reyal African Company 
did not import into the Iſland of Jamaica, in the 
Years 1722, and 1723. purſuant to their Contract with 
the Sourh-Sea Company, upwards of four thouſand 
Negroes; and whether the Factors to the Sourh-Sea 
Company made Choice of more than one thouſand nine 
hundred out of the ſaid Number ? 

2. WHETHER a much greater Number might not 
have been choſen out, which were proper for the 
Aſſſento; and whether thoſe Negroes, which were re- 
fuſed, on pretence of their being 1mproper for the Spa- 
niards, were not ſold at advanced Prices to the Plan- 


ters, and to private Merchants, who ſent them out, 
as I have been informed, to the Coaſt of New 
Spain ? 


3. WuETRER the Factors to the South-Sea Com- 
pany at Famaica were not offered ſeveral Ships 
of Negroes, which they refuſed in 1722, and 1723. 

rticularly the Berkley Galley ; and whether that 

hip's Cargo, as well as others, being re-exported, 
were not on Account of their Refuſal, and the Plan. 
ters not being in a Condition to purchaſe, for want of 
Proviſions ? 

4. WHETHER the not taking of a greater Number 
of the African Company's Negroes, and refuſing to 
purchaſe ſeveral Cargoes of the private Guinea Mer- 
chants, was not calculated to diſcourage the Impor- 
tation of Negroes, in order to make it neceſſary for 
the Company to trade to Guinea: And whether the 
Factors at — have not, by that Scheme, drawn 
almoſt double the Commiſſion they would otherwiſe 
have done ? 
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APPENDIX 


© FOFOTOT OLE LO FOLO FOWO COPEL INT OBS ESTO FS? 


ALIST of the Super-Cargoes, and 
Commanders of Sloops, employ'd from 
Jamaica to the Coaſt of New Spain, 
from the Tear 1712, to 1715. 


(0): X03 . = 


N. B. Thoſe mark*d thus, * traded to Cartha- 
gena, and Porto Bello, the others to different Parts 
of New-Spain. 


* R. Lewis Galdy. Mr. Peter Willmot. 
Mr. Thomas Wood. Capt. Andrew Crean. 
K Mr. 2 Stapleton. * Mr. James Garvey. 


* Mr. Richard Sharp. Mr. John Silvius. 

* Mr. — Comerford. * Capt. Henry Thornton. 

* Mr. Paul Crean. * Capt. — Barnet. 

Capt. Enoch Stevenſon. Capt. William Worſter. 

* Capt. - - - - Margarity. Capt. William Cook. 

Capt. Francis Fernando. Capt. James Fran. Targier. 

* Capt. - - - Lidderdale. Capr. John Stevens. 
Capt. William Muſto. Capt. Stephen Smith. 
Capt. Edward Thomas. Capt. Samuel Lyddall. 

* Capt. - - - - Leferier. Capt. Richard Farril. 


Capt. 
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Capt. William _—_ * Mr. Iſaac Carvallio. 

Capt. Matthew Muſſon. Capt. William Foſter. 

Mr. John Toms. * My. Dies Fernandez. \ 

Capt. - - - Thurſtan. Mr. David Johnſon. E 

Capt. Benjamin Lee. Mr. Luke Garvey. 1 

Capt. - - - - Lawſon. Capt. Penington Stevens. 9 
* Mr. Aaron Portello. 


E, whoſe Names are underwritten, do hereby cer- 
tify whom it may concern, that we reſided ſeveral 
Years at Jamaica, and that we perſonally knew the Mer- 84 
chants and Commanders above-mentioned, who were ſe- 
parately employed in the Spamiſh Trade, particularly 
from the Year 1712, to1715. during which Times, there 
<vas a very conſiderable Commerce carried on, and till 
the ſeveral Aſſiento Factories were ſettled at Jamaica, 
and other Parts of America, to which the Inhabitants 
of _ Hand in general impute the Loſs of their 
rade. 

WE do likewiſe certify, that the major Part of the 
Perſons above-mentioned were martial and ſettled 
evith their Families on the Iand; and, that very few 
of them had ever been Privatcers. 


* 


„ 


TVitneſs our Hands, in London, this 25 Day 
of February, 117. | 


James Heywood, 3 
John Lewis. Fo 
Robert Smithſon. * 
E. Wright. 

Alexander Brown. 

Francis Oldfield. 
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EXTRACTS of the 75", 24", and 


25" Articles of the Repreſentation of the 
Court of Dire&ors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, to his late Majeſty, relating to the 
Diftculties they labour under, with Re- 
ſpect to their Trade, &c. Preſented the 
24 of September, 1718. 


VII. SSSSFA&@&© Otwithſtanding by the 18 Article of 
&][@ the Aſerto, it is ſtipulated, That 
during the Continuance thereof, it 
N ſhall not be lawful for any other 
Ne Perſons, than the preſent Aſſentiſts, 
EE to introduce Negroes into the $pa- 
* * niſp Weſt-Indies ; yet the — 
are aflur'd, That there have been introduced into Peru, 
fince the Commencement of the Aento, upwards of 
3009 Negroes clandeſtinely, and that moſt of them had 
been mark'd by the Royal Officers, and gone up with 
their Diſpatches, by which Means they paſs as if the 
had been legally imported: And it is rendred impoſ- 
ſible for the Coin pany to reap the Benefit intended by 
the 180 and 1980 Articles of ſeizing and indulting to 
their own Uſe, all Nezroes unduly imported. There 
have been likewiſe great Introduct ions of Negroes clan- 
deſtinely at Tuerto Principe, from whence they are 
brought to the Havanna, and the Company's Faflors 
have been obſtructed in their Endeavours for preventing 
1 the 
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(48) 
the ſame z a particular Inſtance whereof the Company 
are advis'd, viz. That their Agent having Notice of 
ſeveral large Introduftions of Negroes cla eſtinely at 
Puerto Principe, the Company's Factor authoriz'd a 
Perſon of the beſt Eſtate, and faireſt Character, to ſeize 
all ſuch Negroes as ſhould arrive on that Coaſt after the 
Date of the faid Power; and alſo to inform himſelf of 
what Negroes had been introduced ſince the preſent A 
fiento, in order to lay an Indulto on them; but that Per- 
ſon was prevented from putting the ſame in Execution, 
the Populace at Puerto Principe threatning, That if he 
offer'd to ſeize a Negro, or diſturb the private Traders, 
they would hang him and his Power on the talleſt Tree. 

XXIV. The Company are inform'd, that the Gover- 
nor of Carthagena oblig'd the French Factor reſiding 
there, to leave in the Hands of Don Diego Gomes Hi- 
dalgo, a Merchant of that City, 16,090 Pieces of Eight, 
as a Security for indemnitying the ſaid Governor and 
the Royal Officers, for giving Liberty to the late French 
Aſſiento Company to introduce Negroes from Zamaica 
in Engliſh Veſſels, contrary to the King of Spain's 
Cedula, which reſtrain'd the ſame only to Spaniſh or 
French Veſſels, until ſuch Time as the ſaid French 
Company ſhould procure His Catholick Majeſty's Ce- 
dula for approving thereof, c. 

XXV. The French Agent at the Havanna, having 
imported into that Place, ſince the preſent Aſſiento, 570 
Negr-es, making 419 Pieces of India, as appears by an 
authentick Certificate tranſmitted to the Company's Agent 
at Madrid, &c. 
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SUPPLEMENT: 


2 Hap drawn theſe Sheets to their de- 
S ſigned Length, and ſent them to the 
Preſs, when I accidentally met with a 
little Pamphlet, which was publiſhed 
in 1714. entitled, The Trade gran- 
red ro the South-Sea Company conſi- 
der'd wvith relation to Jamaica. As it 
contains ſome Paſſages which corroborates what I have 
ſaid on that Subject; and others, which were untouched 
not hap =_ within my Knowledge, as I was then A- 
broad, I beg leave to tranſcribe them. 

Tur Author, who ſeems to be well acquainted with 
the Affairs of that Ifland. addreſs'd that Piece to oh 
of the Directors of the South-Sea Company; which, 
as he expreflces himſelf, was occaſioned by a Diſcourſè 
on the Subject of their ſettling their Factory there. 
Whatever Views he might have at that Time, he ho- 
neſtly enough ſhews the Advantages it would be of to 
the Company, as well as to Great-Britain ; and how 
ſgamefully it had been neglected and treated, not to ſay 
inſulted. Whether any Part of the Plan, which he 
complains of, hath ſince been put in Execution ; or 
whether it is not evident, from this little Treatiſe, as 
well as from ſome other Picces which were then 1 
H that 


(59) 


that it was laid down as one of the Maxims of the South- 
Sea Company from their firſt Eftabliſhment, to ſuppreſs 
the Trade of the Jamaica Merchants, the Reader will 
be able to form ſome Judgment: And from thence, as 
well as from other Circumſtances, may conclude, whether 
they have not all the Reaſon in the World, to attribute 
the Loſs of their Trade, and conſequently of the 
Deſertlon of near one half of its Inhabitants to that 
33 


n1s Author declares that his Intent was to reconcile 


the Company to the Iſland of Jamaica, which, he ſays, 


would be for the Advantage of both ; and therefore he 
ſhould be glad to ſee them united. 

« àu the rather induced to undertake this, ſays he, 
« becauſe it is ſo much the Intereſt of Hritain, that 
« both ſhould flouriſh, and becauſe it ſeems ſo very 
„ eaſy and obvious that this is the Way to it; and yet 
«© I find many Gentlemen who have not had any Ex- 
<« perience in the Weſt-Indies themſelves, have very few 
40 Aiſtiner Notions about them, and have therefore been 
« the eaſier led into a very ſtrong 54 againſt it. And 
e though there are many Perſons who are much better 
« able than my ſelf to inform the Company, none have 
« given themſelves the Trouble to do it, at leaſt with 
« he ſame View, and, as I may preſume to ſay, with 
* the ſame Impartiality. 

„ HowEVER willing, Sir, you have been, and ſome 
« few others, to entertain this Propoſition at all Times, 
« you have agreed it was to little Purpoſe to advance 
« it till very lately; the Torrent of Porter ruſh'd vio- 
„ lently another Way, ſufficient to bear down all that 
„ oppos'd it, and was not to be ſtemm'd, but by chang- 
&« 1ng its Courſe, and bringing it back into its former 
« Channel. 

« Bur to come to the Matter in hand; All that I have 
&« ſeen — upon this Subject, like moſt other 
«« Propotitions at that Time, were apparently calcu- 
« Jatcd tor ſome private End; the South-Sea Company 
* (however ſenſible they may now be of havi en 
„ill uſed by their own Parents) were not ſo ſenſible of 
it a little while agon. They were generally conſi- 

« dercd, 
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& dered, and conſidered themſelves as a Creature of the 
& Court, and ſubmitted a long Time to its Directions. 
&* The Advocates for the Court, or rather thoſe in the 
& Secret for carrying on the Deſign of the Managers 
* of the Aſffento Contract, (for indeed they were the 
4 teſt Enemies to the Court,) thought it neceſ- 
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30. „ ſary to the proving what Advantages would accrue 
d 4 * to the Company, and to the Nation thereby, to mag- 

5 e nify thoſe which had been enjoy'd by Jamaica du- 
| * ring the War, [as if Britain at that Time had no 
11 „ Concern in it] under the ungrateful} Denomination 


not only of a Secret, but a fraudulent and unlawful 
Trade, and therefore an Inference was drawn [how 
e reaſonable will appear immediately] that the Iſland 
© of Zamaica was for the future to be avoided as a Rock 
ein the Sea, and the Zamaica Merchants to be regard- 
ed as no better than Robbers and Pyrates in Trade, 
* who ought to have been puniſh'd by the Governor 
© of Jamaica. ; 
„AN p yet this fraudulent and unlawful Trade, as it 


me & has been lately called by them, had no leſs than an 
F % Att of Parliament paſs'd the 6th of _ Anne, tor 
its Encouragement, entituled, An Act for the En- 


« couragement of the Trade to America: In which Act 
1 the Manner of Trade carry'd on at that Time with 
; the Spaniards by the Famaica Merchants, was ſo 
" 3 deſcribed, that the Parliament could not 
de impos d upon in it. 

„BES1IůUõ¾ESs, Her late Majeſty had been likewiſe 
& pleaſed to countenance that Trade in a very parti- 
* cular Manner, by Her Inſtructions to the Governor 
ot Jamaica, and to ſend Blank Paſſes from K. Charles, 
then King of Spain, to be given and employed as 
i * Occaſion jhould require, for the more effectual carry- 
ing it on: How in/olent was it to the Queen, as well 
* as unjuſt to Her Subjects, after this to treat them as 
Pyrates in Trade, and threaten them with Puniſh- 
* ment for doing that which Her Majeſty and Her 
6 3 had thought fit to encourage them to 
ce 0 
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„Bur this was lately ſo much forgot, and ſo little 
was any Encouragement to this Colony any more 
thought of, which had, during the War, ' afforded 
Great Britain (tor WT had a very /inall Share in 
it) the Opportunity of a confiderable Trade, beſides 
its own Manufacture, and which muſt be allow'd to 
have been a conſiderable Help towards carrying on 
the War, and to whoſe Situation was likewiſe owi 
all the A of the Britiſh Arms in that Part of 
America; that one Action of Sir Charles Wager's in 
deſtroying the Galleons, having been in its Conſe- 
uence equal to a 2 12 : And yet, I 
ay, fo little Regard was lately had to an Iſland fo 
conſiderable, as if there was no likelihood of ever 
having any further Uſe or Occaſion for it; that it 
was ſo hamefully neglected by ſome, whoſe Buſineſs 
and Duty it was to have protected and encouraged it, 
and fo /candaloufly traduced by others, that it would 
undoubtedly have been brought, in a very little 
Time, into evident Danger of falling into the Hands 
of France, upon any new Rupture, unpitied and un- 
regretted. 
„ 'Trovon this would, in all Probability, have been 
the Conſequence, had Matters gone on upon the Foot 
they then were; I am loth to be ſo uncharitable as 
to believe that to have been the Deſign of it, though 
ome don't ſcruple to believe and ſay it. For my 
Part, I think the whole Myſtery was unfolded in the 
Examination before the Houſe of Lords, in the Bu- 


ſineſs of Capt. ohnſon, if a principal Factory was 


to have been Eſtabliſh'd at Jamaica, ſuch a private 
and clandeſtine Trade as appear'd there to be intend- 
ed to be carried on to the Prejudice of the Compa- 
ny, could not ſo ſafely have been carry'd on by that 
or any other Way, as directly to the Coaſt of New 
Spain, nor have been 10 ſecretly manag'd as by the 
ſole Employment of Jets, Papiſts, and Spaniards : 
You, Hr, who had ſo confiderable a Share in de- 
tecting that projected Piece of Fraud, and thereby 
render'd very great Service to the Nation as well as 

the Company, in putting a Stop to fe * 
: „ wil * 
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ill, I am perſwaded, have had little Difficulty to diſ- 
— Yar! the whole Scheme, of avoidin he Ille 
of Jamaica as a Rock, and to determine who really 
deſign d to be the Robbers and Plunderers in that 
Trade. a 5 
« Byr I aſſure my ſelf, this Danger to Jamaica is 
over; and as the Company are already, by the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Juſtice of the preſent Adminiſtration, re- 
ſtor d to a perfect Liberty of conſulting its own Ad- 
vantage, without Dependance on any prevate Difta- 
tor, 0 I make no Queſtion but the like Regard will 
now be had to all Parts of His Majeſty's Dominions, 
and the Iatereſt and Safety of all His Subjects. 

«© Tax Caſe fairly ftated, was never between the 
Trade of the Sorrh-Sea Company and that of 74. 
maica ; which imaginary Competition was artfully 
iven out to Hind the Company and prejudice them 
Foth, by creating Zealouſies between them; but 
the Queſtion with the Sourh-Sea Company, was, 
Whether they could carry on their Trade, eſpecially 
the Aſſiento Contract, any other Way, ſo well as by 
the Way of Z4maica ? | 
© WHnar is therefore now to be done, is no more 
than to convince the Sorrh-Sea Company, that it will 
be moſt beneficial for them to ſettle: their principal 
Factory there, to determine them to do it; and in- 
deed, unleſs ſuch extraordinary Methods had been 
made uſc of to frighten them from it, it would appear 
altogether unneceſſary, and a Work of Super-erro- 
_—_ to any Perſon, the leaſt experienc'd in the 
rade of that Part of the World, to uſe many Argu- 
ments about 1t ; but the plainer that will now be made 
appear, the Feger will appear the Abuſes of thoſe 
who had fo ſucceſsfully prejudic'd the Company a- 
gainſt it. 
Tux only Thing I don't remember to have heard 
the Zamaica Merchants accuſed of, has been want of 
Underſtanding how to carry on this Trade whilſt 
they had it in a moſt beneficial Manner : Their 
Enemies have never reproach'd them with not car- 
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#* to that of New Spain (which they might have done 
* notwithſtanding the War, as well as the French, had 
they thought it their Intereſt) nor with making uſe of 
any other prejudicial Methods, but have allow'd them 
** to have been Gainers by their Trade, however col- 
*© lufive they have reckon'd it; and though it has been 
carefully avoided by the Projefors of the Aſſiento 
Contract (as appears with no good Deſign to the 
Company) that any Rule or Information ſhould be had 
** or taken from any of thoſe Traders; yet it is now 
** preſum'd, that Miſt being taken from before their 
* Eyes, they will examine for themſelves, and de- 
* termine upon the like Method if more advantagious, 
* whatever other Manner of Trade may have been pro- 
* cur'd for them by Treaty at their own Election. 

„WEN I have nam'd the Situation of Jamaica, I 
& am ſenſible you will readily comprehend all the Force 
*© of my Argument. It ſeems altogether needleſs to 
* mention its Latitude or Longitude, or thoſe of St. 
« Martha, Carthagena, Porto Bello, Le Vera Cruz, 
« and the Havanna, with the reſt of Cuba all ſurround- 
ing it: It will be needleſs likewiſe, to mention the 
* 'Frade-Winds, or the Navigation in thoſe Seas. You, 
* Sir, know the Map, and all thoſe Things much bet- 
* ter than I do, and will as readily make the Obſervati- 
© on, That there is #0 one Place whatſoever, if one had 
©. one's Choice of the whole, that lies ſo commodious 
for all the Trading-Parts of the Spaniſo N eſt- Indies, 
* from the Entrance of the Charibbe-H/ands, to the 
Gulf of Mexico, as Jamaica docs; Methinks, if 
% Zamaica belong d to the Spaniards, it might ſtill 
« be a Queſtion, if it were not the 1 Ad van- 
s tage to truſt them with their principal Factory, by 
* reaſon of the Conveniency it has in its Situation 
*« above any other Place. But I own, whilſt ſuch an I- 
« {land, ſo conveniently ſituated for an Engliſh 8 
« yy, has belong'd to the Crown of Great Britain, it has 
« ſeem'd a Paradox to me, to find them ſeeking after 
« Settlements in Spaniſh Dominions; I mean, ſuch Set- 
ce tlements as were intended by the Contract; ſuch as 
% making Plautations, building Ware-Heuſes, laying in 
6 Frcres, &c. | 2 « Bur 


ec 
IN 
«c 
1 


40 
41 
41 
40 
40 
40 
10 
61 
140 
40 
« 
ce 
cc 
40 
« 


10 
11 
40 
40 
40 
«c 
40 
10 
cc 
« 
40 


cc 
«c 
«c 
«c 
14 
10 


IE 
* 


(55) 


„% RByr as commodious as Jamaica hes for carrying 
on the Trade with the Spaniards, its Situation never 
been, nor ever can be, of any Advantage to it, 
but from the concurrent Advantage and Aſſiſtance of 
Britain. 1 
« Dvginc the Time Jamaica is ſaid to have had this 
Trade, it was the Merchants of London and Briſtol, 
who ſent their Ships to Africa with the Manufafture 
of Britain, with which they purchas'd Slaves, and 
ſent them to Jamaica; out of which proper Aſſort- 
ments were made for the Coaſt of New Spain, and 
the Sloops of Jamaica were employ'd as the frreſt 
and cheapeſt Veſſels for the Importation of them to 
the Spaniards ; whilſt they made their Voyages, the 
reſt of the Slaves were ſold to the Planters, and the 
Merchant-Ships were taking in their Freight of the 
Manufacture of the Iſland, and by the Return of the 
Sloops, were ready to fail back with their Returns, 
rt in Zullion, and part in Sugar, Indigo, Pimento, 
otton, or other Produce of the Iſland to Yritain, 
where the Profit of the Voyage center d. 
„THE chief Advantages which accrued to Jamaica 
from this Method of Trade, was, the Employment 
of their People, the bringing Plenty of Negroes, and 
all kind of Proviſions and Stores from Britain, Ireland, 
and the Northern Plantations to their Market. The 
keeping up the Price of their Commodities, and ma- 
king Freight reaſonable, by the Number of Shipping 
it brought to the Ifland : All which Advantages it is 
conceivd would remain to them, if the Sourh-Sea 
Company continued to make the 2 Uſe of them. 
And in return of which the Ifland will moſt certainly 
afford the Company reciprocal Advantages. 
&« EXPERIENCE [perhaps the beſt Argument in 
Trade} has confirm'd the Method practis d by the Ja- 
maica Merchant to be the beſt, if not the only one 
for — the Spaniards with Negroes to any Ad- 
vantage; the Demands of the Spaniards are gene- 
rally tor complete Slaves, Men and Women 1n their 
Prime of Life, or Boys and Girls, all clean Limb'd, 
Healthy, without Blemich or Defect, and ſuch Men 
1 * oft 
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* or Women are what they uſually call Piegas de India, 
and though two Slaves or more, by reaſon of their 
% Ape or Size, may be reckon'd as one Piece of India, 
** with reſpect to the Duty, yet it is very rare that they 
* will buy any Slave the leaſt defective or diſ-figur'd, 
* tho' it be but in the Tip of an Ear. 

« Now as Ships on the Coaſt of Africa muſt Slave as 
** they can, and do uſually bring from thence Negrocs 
«© of all Sorts, whereof hardly ever above two Thirds 
are fit for the Spaniards. It becomes neceſſary upon 
* this Account, to touch firſt at ſome other Place to 
** make the Aſſortment proper for the Spaniards, and to 
** ſecure a Market for the Remainder. Beſides, Ships 


© from the Coaſt of Guinea frequently arrive in a · very 


** ſickly Condition in America, and ſometimes with the 
„Small Pox amongſt them, in which Caſe nothing can 
* be more for the Advantage of the Slaves as well as 
* their Owners, than to ſhift them into freſh Veſſels, 
te from thoſe that are Diſtemper'd, and ſo to ſend them 
* with a freſh Supply of Water and Proviſions to the 
“ Coaſt of New Spain, where a contagious Sickneſs a- 
„ mongſt the Slaves —_ if they ſhould be obli- 
e ged to continue any Time aboard after their Arrival) 
* might ruin the whole Voyage. 

„AN p this would probably as often happen as Ships 
e arrived with the $24/} Pox aboard. It being requi- 
e red by the 2 1ſt Article of the Contract, That wvhen- 
ever the Ships of the ſaid Aſſientiſts ſpall arrive in the 
Ports of the Indies <with their Cargoes of Negroes, the 
Captains thereof ſhall be obliged to certify, that there is 
not any contagious Diſtemper amongſt, them, without 
zwhich they ſpall not be admitted. 

« Bur beſides it is not likely they will always find 
« a very quick Market. The Spaniards will wait to 
&« boxer the Price; which the Jamaica Merchants al- 
« ways experienced, meeting with great Delays, on ſome 
* Pretence or other, as often as they carry'd their Slaves 
<« without a previous Demand by their Correſpondents ; 
Upon which Occaſions of a previous Demand, it has 
% ever been that they have made the beſt Voyages, and 
« fold their Cargocs entire, and been immediorely diſ- 
« patch'd. « Bur 
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© Bur think, Sr, all theſe and other Inconveni- 
encies were to be remedied by Privileges yielded to 
the Company, ſuch as building Store-Houſes, lay- 
ing in of Sores of all Kinds, landing their Negroes 
in ſome Caſes, and ſettling Plantations for their bet- 
ter Retreſhment and Subſiſtence; and this by a nora- 
ble Contrivance was to be done by the Slaves them- 
ſelves, as a moderate Exerciſe only to keep them in 
Health, until they ſhould be diſpoſed of. 

« Now ſuppoſing theſe Privileges to afford the Com- 
any all the real Conveniencics for their Shippin 
and Trade that Jamaica could afford them, Lill 
venture to ſay they would coſt them ten Times as 
much ; every Body knows the Dearneſ of Labour, 
and the Scarcity as well as Dearneſs of Proviſions up- 
on the Coaſt of New Spain, which will concern the 
Factories on Account of their own Living as well as 
their Slaves; the ſame Expence of Store-Houſes and 
all neceſſary Accommodations for their Ships and 
Javes muſt be made in every Factory as in any one: 
There being no two Ports, except Carthagena and 
Porto Bello, which lie near ſo Commodious for the 
Aſſiſtance of one another as Jamaica does for them 
all. | | 
P. 12, ITHNx there is very little to be ſaid for Plant- 
ing at all, in which Caſe the Company mult neceſſarily 


do like other Planters. They muſt ſtock their Plan- 


tations with proper Slaves, whom they muſt cloath 
and encourage to build Houſes for themſelves and 
Families, and fix them therein, and run the Hazards 
of Sickneſs, Sc. which all Planters do, and which 
are always greateſt in New Settlements, and with 
unſeaſon'd Negroes. ; 

Ir this were to be done among the Spaniards, 
there would probably be little Land to be found at 
any reaſonable Diſtance from the Ports, which was 
worth any Body's while to plant, = muſt go 1ato the 
Neighbouring Mountains to look for it, and when 
they had done, they would find it had bcen very 
much their „ Way to have ſent to Jamaica to 


* have bought thoſe very Proviſions, rather than planted 


* them. 
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„ By T whoever will confider the 24, and 45" Ar- 
© ticles of the Contra, and compare them together, 
« will cafily comprehend the Favour that is intended 
the Company by this Privilege of —_ Plantati- 
ons ; The Duties are agreed to be due from the Day 
© of Landing the Slaves in any of the Spaniſh Ports, 
and to be paid, though the Negroes dye before the 
are ſold, except only, if they are dangerouſly ill, 
© then indeed they ſhall be put a-ſhoar for their Health, 
and muſt out-live the 157 Day, after which Time, 
if they dye, the Duty is to be paid. And I am very 
© much afraid if the Slaves are brought directly from 
Guinea, thoſe Plantations will only ſerve to invite them 
to Land under Pretence of Recovery, in order to fix 
the Duty, but will be of more Uſe for a Burying-Place 
for them, than for their Refreſhment or Preſervation. 
*« I BELIEVE I may fay there is ſcarcely one Ship ar- 
rives from Guinea with three, - four, or five Hundred 
* Negroes aboard, whereof there 1s not from ten to 
&© thirty, and ſometimes twice as many, which are not 
" = 51. a Piece when they arrive, and yet, in all 
© Probability, may not only out. live fifteen ow but 
„ with great Care and Nurlng, moſt of them may re- 
« cover; I confeſs I can't tell by the Contract, what the 
Duty is to be that ſuch Slaves are to pay, or how many 
« of them are to go to a Piece de India; I think it very 
« unreaſonable they ſhould pay any, and yet I ſee no 
« Way to avoid it, be by going firſt to Jamaica. 
© I'T's true, the Portuguese and the French who 
de have both had the Aſſiento, carry'd it on with their 
« great Ships directly from Guinea to the Coaſt of New 
« Spain, but good part of that Time Mexico was very 
ill ſupply'd, and it is agreed on all Hands the Aſfen- 
* 7iſts loſt conſiderably by it; and it looks as if the lat- 
* ter had found by Experience that it was owing in 
« ſome Meaſure to their Method of Trade, fince they 
* had endeavour'd of late to try another, by a Settle- 
ment they made uſe of for that Purpoſe at the Iſland 
of St. Thomas. 
« DvRinG part of the Reigns of King James and 
« King William, Don Nicholas Portio, a —_— un- 


* dertook the Aento. He manag'd it by an Agent, 
I 40 who 
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who had liberty to refide at Jamaica; [a Preference 
the Spaniards would not have given to it, had they 
not been convinc'd of its Advantages over all other 
Parts of the Indies] this Agent was Don Caſtillo, at- 
terwards Knighted by King William ; and he ha- 
ving proper Factors at the ſeveral Ports on the Spaniſh 
Coaſt, to give him Advice from Time to Time of 
the Demand for Slaves, and the Contracts made for 
them, had no more to do than to purchaſe them of the 
Engliſb Merchants as they came to Market at Jamai- 
ca, and the Price agreed for with the Eugliſb was 
generally paid in Silver or Gold upon the Delivery 
of the Slaves at the particular Ports to which they 
were conſigned. 

Ir muſt be granted, Don Porcio ſucceeded no 
better as to his particular Gain by the Aſiento than 
the French and Portugueze; ALL have been 
Loſers by it ; This 1s confels'd upon the Engliſh 
Contract: However, I never heard but the Spaniards 
were due ſupply'd with Slaves during Don Porcio's 
Contract, and England then had their Bullion for its 
Manufacture. 

„ONE would think there ſhould be little 9 
to prevail with an Engliſ Company to take all pol- 
fible Precautions to avoid ſuch Meaſures as they find 
Reaſon to believe were the Occaſion of their Pre- 
deceſſors, former Aſſientiſts, Miſcarriages, and which 
appears to have been in nothing plainer than in having 
truſted the Spaniards too much, and been too much 
in their Power. 

© I HAve heard there was a great Arrear due to Don 
Porcio and others concern'd with him at the Expira- 
tion of his Contract, or at leaſt, when he had done 
with it, which was ever afterwards paid; They were 
Subjects of Spain, and tho' they had much the ſame 


bl 


« ſientiſts have had, they were {till in their Sovereign s 
Poster, and could have no Redreſs but from him; 
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this ruin'd h m, and Sir James Caſtillo, and with 
whom ſeveral Engliþ Merchants likewiſe ſuffered, Þ 
and who poſſibly might have found Means of —_—_ | 
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(6 
if all the Care had been taken of them which might 
*© have been expected from the Progreſs of the Bririſh 
Arms: But I _ do not 1 8 if this Op- 
66 nity was Joft for want of a proper Application, or 
28 by a Neglect of it when made. * 
„THE Portugueze Company ſettlad amongſt them, 
and thereby gave them an Opportunity of ſeiging 
their Effects to a great Value on ſome Pretence of 
*© Breach of Articles, and by all the Solicitations they 
have been able to make at the Court of Spain have 
* never receiv'd Satisfaction. 
Tux French Company purſued the ſame Meaſures, 
and tho' they had Prerenſions to better Uſage, have 
found [excepting the Seizure] lictle better Succeſs. 
« AND tho' it were now to be hop'd that an Engliſh 
Company under the Protection of his preſent Majeſty, 
who will undoubtedly revive and maintain the Ho- 
* nour of the Nation, and Security of its Commerce, 
* will not be in Danger of ill Treatment. Yet, who 
* knows what may happen upon a ſudden Rupture, it 
„they, like the Portugueze, put themſelves in their 
** Power to be liable to be ſurpriz'd ? Their Contract 
** muſt, in ſuch Caſe, be ſuſpended, and they are 
** not to forget, that in Caſe of a War, they may farc 
the <po7/e tor being thought Hereticks. 
Ovx Author then proceeds to lay down a Scheme, for 
carrying. on the Aſfento Contract, which has in — 
Meaſure been put in Execution: And had other Parts 
of it been obſerved, the Company would not have lain 
ſo much at the Mercy of the Spaniards as they have 
done, by which Means they are greater Sufferers than 
former Aſſentiſts, and muſt, before now, have met with 
the /ame Fate, had they not had a ſuperior Capital. 
« Tnx Trade to Africa, ſays he, p. 18. being no other- 
* wiſe neceſſary tothe Company, than to enable them to 
perform their Contract, they may parſuc that more or 
If, as they find it neceſſary, or find it an/*ver. Tho 
they ſhould decline it themſelves, their Encourage- 
* ment to the Market at ZFamaira, would not fail to 
bring thirty or forry Sail of Guinea Ships every Year 
i to that Ind, and their Factery dr be ſure of 
8 | {© having 
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( 61) 

&© having their Choice of Slaves at reaſonable and cer- 
rain Prices, becauſe they would buy with ready Mo- 
% ney, which others are not always able to do. | 

% VoyaGxs to Carthagena may be made in Sloops 
« in little more than a Forrnight ; in about three 
« Mees to Porto Bello; to the Havanna in about a 
« Month; and to La Vera Cruz in little more: Each 
« Sloop will carry 150 Negroes, and make eight or ten 
« Voyages in a Year: And in this manner t2vo or three 
« at moſt will deliver the whole Number of Negroes 
« contracted for in the North Seas, or a greater Num- 
ce ber if needful at the Times and Places the Spaniards 
« ſhall require them. 2 

Tuts laſt Paragraph, I think, fully confirms what I 
ſaid as to thoſe Voyages, and confures my Opponent's 
Aſſertion, that the Voyage to Carthagena takes up twice 
the Time it doth to Porto Bello. [Vide this Det. p. 13. 

« Bur to return, /ays my Author, to what I defign- 
« ed to confine my ſelt, to wit, a principal Factory at 
«© Zamaica for the Diſpoſal of Slaves. | 

« To which I remember there were ſome Objecti- 
« ons made, and which you will expect ſhould be an- 
„% {werd. + 

TE moſt material one, I think, was the Duty of 
« twenty Shillings per Head, which has been laid by 
« Act of Aſſembly in amaica upon the Export of 
« Slaves, and been apply'd to the extraordinary Occa- 
« fions of the Government there during the War; this 
« was alledg'd to be unreaſonable for the Company to 
« pay for ſo great a Number of Slaves as they ſhould im- 
« port to Jamaica, only as a Ware-Houſe. 

© I cANNor be poſitive whether this Duty has ever 
e been continued in Time of Peace, and it not, the 
4% Objection falls. 6 i 

« Tax Aſſembly of Jamaica will certainly conſider 
« how much it is the Intereſt of that Iſland to invite 
©« the Company to it by all the Indulgences they can 
« allow them, and exempt them from any Burthens 
« which may reaſonably diſcourage them. | 

«© Tnovs n the Conſequences have not yet been the 
* ſame to them as to Zarbadoes, they owe it to their 

* Sit1aron 
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Situation above the other; if it ſhould remove the 


* Company from them, their Caſe would then be little 
% different. 

Bur on the other fide, if the Exigencies of the 
« King's Government there, ſhould at any Time re- 
% quire the raiſing ſuch Sums as uſed to be raiſed by 
« that Duty, and no other Fxpedient could be found 
«© by more proper Funds, yet I hope whilſt the Com- 
« pany enjoy d all the Benefit of Export to themſelves, 
* the Payment of a moderate Duty towards the Sup- 
« port of that Government, which it would then eu- 
be 1 concern them to ſupport, would not be a ſufficient 
Matter of Difference to prevent their ſettling in a Co- 
* Jopy, which will, as I have ſhewn, amply repay them 
« in the Expence it will o:berwwi/e ſave them, and in 
« the Conventencies it will afford them. 

Tn osz Paragraphs clearly ſhew, that the Duty on 
Negroes exported from Jamaica, was laid during the laſt 
French War, and long before the Sourh-Sea Company 
was eſtabliſhed : And this Author Himſelf then allowed 
it to be a moderate Duty, and that it equally concerns the 
South-Sea Company, to ſupport the Government of that 
Iſland ; which, he ſays, will be amply repaid, by the 
Expence it will otherwiſe /ave them. 

P. 24. Sars my Author, the Spaniards will give more 
c for Slaves at Panama, than they will at Porto Bello, 
« and more at Zima, than at Panama ; but then the 
« Seller muſt deliver them at thoſe Places at the advanc'd 
% Rates, and it is therefore very immaterial where the 
„ Contract is made, the Place of Delivery being what 
& will determine the Price ; and I cannot but be of O- 
« pinion, it will be beſt for the Company to leave the 
« Spaniards to the — their own Slaves up their 
« own Country, who are beſt acquainted with the Me- 
« thod of it, and can certainly do it cheapeſt ; but more 
e eſpecially on Account of the Duty payable at their 
« firſt Landing, whatever Accidents happen afterwards, 


« and to content themſelves with the Profit of them 


4 upon the Delivery at Porto Bello, and run no fur- 
ther Ri/que, either of tranſporting their Slaves over 


Land, or bringing back their Money, in which oy 
| «© wie 


(63) 
*© wiſe they will find there is Danger, the Spaniards 
having been many Times intercepted by Pyrates, about 
« the Entrance of the River Chagre. 

Tus Paragraph plainly corroborates, what! aſſerted in 

the Ohſervations on the 4ſſiento Trade, p. 1). concerning 
the Damage which the Company ſuſtains, by Death, 
Sickneſs, and Eſcapes of Negroes, in travelling them 
from Porto Bello to Panama, through a wild, rainy, 
mountainous and unwholſom Country. 
P. 25. Arni Objection which was ſaid to have had 
40 — Streſs laid upon it, was that by the Company's 
« ſettling there, it would give an Opportunity to the 
« 7Zamaica Merchants to continue their private and un- 
« Jawful Trade, under Covert of the Company's own 
« Factory, and which was abſolutely neceflary for the 
* Company to prevent, and therefore it was argued as 
4 neceflary to ſettle only among the Spaniards. 

© 'Trnovcn I cannot agree to _ Conclufion, on the 
* con it appears to me to be an Argument rather 
6c foe, "than —.— the Matter in Diſſ — yet I muſt 
« admit, that the Company have had ſome Reaſon gi- 
« ven them to apprehend from the Zamaica Merchants 
“ a Continuance 1; their ſecret Trade, in Prejudice to 
« them, and therefore am not ſurprized that this Ob- 
« jection ſhould have mage a ftrong Impreſſion upon 
* many Gentlemen concerned in the Direction of the 
« Afﬀairs of the Company. 

© ALLOwING then the Company to have moſt Reaſon 
to ſuſpect the Jamaica Merchants attempting to inter- 
&« fere with them; Which ſeems the moſt reaſonable 
« Way to prevent them? The Settling their own Fact 
« in Famaica, who may OBSERVL Eand ATC 
them, and muſt be inform'd of every Attempt of that 
« Nature; or avoiding that Iſland, and truſting to the 
« Tatercepring all ſuch Traders on the Spaniſh Coalt ? 
« It muſt be very obvious to every Body that will judge 
« 1mpartially, that the former is the more probable 
« Method. There is but one Port of Entry at Jamaica; 
i the Company's Factors will reſide there. 

„ Taar Trade has been famous for being carry'd on 


there clandeſtinely ; the Spaniſo Governments have 


„% never 
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* never been able to hinder them ; and the Temptation 


will be the ſame to the Spaniards in buying Negroes 


* cheaper by ſaving the Duty. There are an infinite 
Number of Creeks upon the Coaſt, where ſmall Veſ- 
* ſels may get in; and it can hardly be expected that 
* Zamaica will contribute to the Diſcovery of their In- 
«* habitants, or hindering them the leaſt in any Trade, 
« when by the Company's avoiding them, they will be 
© reduc'd to the utmoſt Neceſſity. 

« THERE are but theſe two Ways the Jamaica Mer- 
* chants can continue their Trade, if the Company ſet- 


tles at Jamaica; it muſt either be by ſending Negroes 


4 aboard the Company's Veſſels, which cannot be with- 
« out the Permiſſion of their Factors, or elſe in ſepa- 
&« rate Veſſels, which cannot be without Heir Know- 
«* Jedge ; fo that this 17 can have no 2 but 


the Company's being betray'd 
« by their own Factors. p 


IT is needleſs to Remark, that though the Author 
of that Piece, in ſome reſpects does Juſtice to the I- 
ſland of Jamaica, yet on the Whole it is evidently 
calculated for the Service of the 17 ; and there- 
fore proper Allowances will be made by the Reader, 
who will plainly diſcover the Drift and Deſign of the 


- Laſt four Paragraphs. 


T confeſs, Ee firſt curſory Reading of it, I fancied 
that T had Him all along in my Eye, though indeed 
ſome Parts of it puzzled me extremely ; for, I could 
ſcarce think it poſſible, that the very Perſon who had 
ſo fully juſtify'd the Inhabitants of Jamaica, from the 
Aſperſions which were, at that Time, laid on them; 
— = repreſented the Value of their Trade, the 
Advantages of that Iſland to Great Britain, in many 
other Reſpects, and how ſhamefully it had been neglect- 
ed and treated; could be the very Perſon, who, drop- 

ing all his former Grievances, and Aſjertions, was now 
— loudeſt Clamourer againſt them: That, one and the 


ſame Perſon. who ſo ly declared his Opinion of a 


projected Piece of Fraud, * which appeared upon tho 


T pide the Political State of Great Britain, for June and july, 1714. 
camination: 


© 


+ 
* — * 
1 . 
2 5 4 * 


Examination of Capt. Zobnſon before the Houſe of Lords, 
in 1914 3 and, who really deſigned to be the Robbers. \ 
and Plunderers in that Trade, could now paſs over, iy © 4 
Silence, the Objections which have been made to the 
Conduct of ſome or her Gentlemen, their Agents and 
Servants Abroad, who — pected of having executed 
a Plan of the ſame kind, for which a Gentleman was 
cenſured and removed from his Office only for attemys 
ting of it. | Fe 

S UT having, on a little Conſideration, Fully ſatis- 
fied my foif of our Author's 2 Talent this May, 
and the Am of his whole Performance (Which have 
fince ſo puri anſwered his ExrxcrATIONS) T 260 
longer doubted it muſt be He; tis a Unique, and there" 
can be no other. | s = 

I sRALL here conclude, believing that, if this Writes 
fairly enters into a Diſcuſſion and Explanation of theſe ' 
ſeveral Matters, I have cut him out Work enough till 
my Return; and then I promiſe him ſome farther Ems © 
ployment, and that I ſhall not be wanting in my Tra- 


vels, to collect aj} the Materials I can, which will fur- + 


niſh him with another Opportunity of diſplaying his 
eat Talents, and of * ns — more, Ts Thanks 
and Applauſc of his PA rROxs. 
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